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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ANNEXING S. LEBANON LAND CONTINUES--Israeli forces yesterday established three new 
positions in the area of Bayyadah in southern Lebanon in the western sector. Is- 
raeli forces also built a more than 2 km-long road for armored vehicles between the 
villages of Jubayl and Majdalzun. Meanwhile, Israeli annexation of Lebanese ter- 
ritory continues. Reports from southern Lebanon today indicate that areas of land 
around the villages of Rumaysh and ‘Ayn Ibil have recently been fenced off and oc- 
cupied. [Text] [NC181543 (Clandestine) Voice of Palestine in English 1445 GMT 

18 Nov 81] 


CSO: 4400/62 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


JORDAN REPORTEDLY FINANCES HOMES IN EAST JERUSALEM 
TA170950 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 17 Nov 81 pp 1, 2 
[Report by Abraham Rabinovich] 


[Text] Arabs building houses in East Jerusalem have for the past month been re- 
ceiving from Amman an incentive equivalent of $25,000--part grant, part easy loan. 


The arrangement is part of a broad new policy aimed at encouraging Arabs to stay on 
in Jerusalem. This policy includes generous loans to new businesses and artisan 
associations. 


Although the Israeli Government has banned the entry of money from the joint Jordan- 
PLO Committee in Amman because of the PLO's participation, it is presumably that 
committee that is directing the new policy of incentives. 


The committee has in the past distributed money to West Bank municipalities and 
other organizations from a steadfastness fund created by Arab oil nations. 


A municipal source said yesterday that East Jerusalemites are given a first payment 

when they produce in Amman a building licence from the Jerusalem Municipality. Sub- 
sequent payments are made when engineer reports are received on the progress of the 

building. These reports are reportedly certified by prominent East Jerusalem poli- 

tical figures closely identified with the Jordanian Government and the PLO. An 

Arab engineer confirmed yesterday that such certification was taking place. 


A total of 8,000 Jordanian dinars is paid. Of this, 1,000 is reportedly a grant and 
the remainder a no-interest loan repayable over 15 years. The dinar is equivalent 
to about 40 shekels. 


About 50 building licenses are issued each month for home construction in East 
Jerusalem. A person long associated with planning in the city's Arab sector said 
last night that this figure is likely to increase because of Amman's new policy. 


By demanding to see a building licence, the source continued, Amman was in effect 
helping Jerusalem implement the biilding law which prohibits unlicenced construction. 


Municipal sources said that illegal construction in East Jerusalem, once rampant, 
tas virtually ceased iin recent years because of tough action against illegal build- 
ing and because large areas have been opened to the Arab population for building. 








Local sources aid that Amman is also granting new businesses in the city large easy 
term loans and is also offering grants or loans to associations likely to strengthen 


the Arab economy in the city. "Everyone like shoemakers are trying to form associa- 
tions like mad in order to get money," said the source. 


CSO: 4400/62 











EGYPT 


PETROLEUM INDUSTRY DATA 

Cairo PETROLEUM in Arabic No 3,May-Jun 81 pp 63-64 
[Article by Samihah Isma'il: 'Petroleumin the ARE"] 
[Text] Exploratory Drilling 


Exploratory drilling operations in inland areas underwent development during 1980. 
Some 3° wells were drilled in the Gulf of Suez area in comparison to 18 wells in 
1979. One well was drilled in the Mediterranean Sea region in comparison to no 
wells in 1979. Some 12 wells were drilled in the inland areas of the Eastern Desert 
in comparison tc 10 wells in 1979. 


There were a total of 61 exploratory wells drilled during the year in comparison 
to 45 in 1979. The total footage drilled was 520,400 feet in comparison to 379,700 
feet in 1979. 


This year's activity was characterized by extensive exploratory operations by Total 
Oil Company, which drilled two wells in the Gulf of Suez and Eastern Desert area 
and completed drilling of two other wells in the same area. International Company 
also drilled two wells in the Delta area. Egyptco drilled two wells in the Western 
Desert area and Elf-Aquitaine Company drilled a well in the Mediterranean area. 

In addition, Dimanex-Egypt, Gulf of Suez Company conducted extensive exploratory 
activity. 


Drilling Rigs Operating in 1980 


Some 31 drilling rigs were in operation in 1980, including 21 marine rigs and 10 
land rigs. These rigs drilled 96 wells in 1980 with a total drilled footage of 
729,200 feet, consisting of 35 producing wells and 61 exploratory wells. It should 
be noted that the number of land rigs in 1980 increased 31 percent over the number 
of rigs in 1979 (16 rigs). 


New Discoveries in 1980 


The year 1980 was marked by a larger number of discoveries than in previous years. 
There were 13 petroleum discoveries in 1980 in addition to gas discoveries at Croco- 
dile - 6 well (Mobile Company) in the north Delta in the Mediterranean region and 
the GPT-1 well (General Company) in the Western Desert region. These two wells 

were proven and evaluated in early 1981. In addition, oil was discovered in two 
areas of the Gulf of Suez: Areas 2.6 and 1, South of Bala'im 3.5. Complete data 

















on these two discoveries, which belong to (Gupco) Company, will be released in the 
report on the achievements of 1981, God willing. The exploratory and evaluative 
drilling during this year disclosed extensions of the oil- and gas-bearing strata 
in some current oil fields as well as disclosing new strata in others. This led 
to an increase in the reserves in some oil fields such as the following: 


-Bala'im Marine 
-Abu Madi 
-al-'Alamayn 
-Maliahah 

-Kh. S. 195 


Oil and Gas Reserves and Condensates 


The remaining reserves of crude oil in the oil fields at the end of 1980 were esti- 
mated at around 3,068,564,000 barrels for an increase of 47 percent over the previous 
year. This increase is a result of the discoveries that were made during the year, 
such as Kh. S. 365, Kh. S. 277, Kh. S. 160/3, and Kh. S. 206 belonging to the Gulf 

of Suez Petroleum Company (Gupco), as well as K.K. 84, F.F. 83, H.H. 83, and J.J. 

83 belonging to the Suez Oil Company (Soco). In addition, the reserves of some 
fields were reevaluated, resulting in an increase in the reserves of fields were 
reevaluated, resulting in an increase in the reserves of fields such as Bala’im 
Marine, Malihah, Yuliu, Kh. S. 195, and al-‘Alamayn. These revisions were the result 
of the discovery of new strata or the extension of producing strata. 


The remaining reserves of gases was 2.691 trillion cubic feet. This represented 
a 2.9-percent drop from the previous year due to continued production at a high 
rate during the year. 


Reserves of condensates are estimated at around 64.234 million barrels. This represents 
a 3.8-percent decline from the previous year as a result of a normal production 
rate. 





[See Chart on following page] 
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EGYPT 


NDP ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Cairo MAYU in Arabic No 31, 28 Sep 81 p 8 


[Article: "Secretary of the National Democratic Party; New Objectives for Organiza- 
tional Action in the Coming Phase" ] 


[Text] In an interview with MAYU concerning the basic outlines of the strategies 
of organizational action within the party, NDP Secretary Kamal al-Shadhili said: 

"The NDP represents the overwhelming majority, and this causes it not to rely on 

this large majority. Thus, it suffers from the same affliction that affects many 
large parties, namely, indifference arising from an excess of self-confidence. 


"This dictates that our large party must have an organizational goal. 


"Therefore, the organization secretariat has proposed to the conference certain 
objectives for organizational action in the coming phase: 


-Recording and registering the membership at all levels. 

-Expanding and stimulating the membership rank and file and achieving an extensive 
expansion of the various mass meetings. 

-Bolstering the communications network among all levels of the party. 

-Strengthening the bases of internal organization in order to facilitate action 

at the various levels of the party. 

-Acting to begin preparation of the individuals in the party organizational structure. 
-Developing the organizational skills and abilities of organizational officials 

at all levels. 

-Evaluating current leadership standards and augmenting the leadership structure 
with new individuals. 

-Expanding the leadership base with young individuals. - 

-Fixing the schedules of meetings at all levels. 

-Establishing statistics bureaus at all levels. 

-~Achieving strong liaison between the party and the various trade wnion organizations 
so as to permit the support of these unions and the channeling of their activities 

to increase their effectiveness in serving their members." 


Concerning procedure, Kamal al-Shadhili said: "This can be summed up as follows: 


The Membership 


~All governorate and district committees should seek to expand the level of membership 
by no less than 50 percent of the current membership. 

-Assigning all the members to rank-and-file action committee and involving them 

in various party activities. 


























Strengthening the Communications Network 


"This includes: 

-Fixing the schedules of meetings at the levels of the general secretariat, the 
permanent council, the governorate secretariats, the district secretariats, and 
the unit committees. 

~Setting the periodicity of reports, including an achievement report once every 

3 months and,a situation report on political activity once a month. 

-Setting the period for field monitoring, including the general secretariat covering 
all governorates in field mointoring at least once very 3 months, the gov-rncrate 
secretariats covering all districts in field monitoring at least once every month, 
and the district secretariats covering all units in field monitoring at least once 
every month. 


"In addition, a meeting of governorate secretaries should be held each month under 
the leadership of the general secretary, the body of the General Secretariat Office 
should meet once a week, the central specific committees shcuid meet once evcry 

2 weeks, the central specific committees should meet with the heads of the corres- 
ponding committees at the level of the governorates once a month, the specific secre- 
tariats of the general secretariat should meet with the secretaries at the level 

of the governorates once a month, and the permanent council should hold a meeting 
once every 3 months." 


Strengthening the Bases of Internal Organization for Action 


"This should be done on the following basis:" 

-Establishing the procedure for distributing responsibilities within each individual 
level (the governorate, the district, and the unit). 

-Putting into effect and adhering to the principles of the party constitution and 
drafting rules to ensure that all levels abide by this. 

-Drafting a strict set of rules for registration to include registration of member- 
ship, registration of leaders and the issuing of cards for them, and the registra- 
tion of party activities as they arise. 

-They establishment of statistics bureaus at the governorate-district level to publish 
and develop the most important statistics and basic information as it becomes avail- 
able. 


Starting To Prepare Members of the Organizational Structure 
"This should be done through the following:" 


-The holding of a course for organization officials in all governorates to standardize 
the methods of organizational action. 

-The holding of courses for organization officials in all districts. 

-The holding of courses for secretaries of the units to familiarize them with the 
methods of party action. These courses should focus on the procedure for action, 
mobilization, and mass communication. 
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EGYPT 


CAIRO DIVIDED INTO 12 QUARTERS 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 7 Sep 81 p 1 
[Article: "Cairo Divided Into 12 Quarters"] 


[Text] In a meeting yesterday under the leadership of Governor Sa'd Ma'mun and 

the secretariat of 'Izzat Muhammad ‘Ali, general secretary of the governorate, the 
Executive Council of the Governorate of Cairo approved a measure redividing the 
governorate into 12 quarters and establishing five new police precincts to facilitate 
the rendering of services and ensure thorough supervision over the implementation 

of these services for the citizens. 

The quarters include: Hulwan, consisting of al-Tabin, Hulwan, and 15 May; Misr 
al-Qadimah, consisting of al-Ma'adi, Misr al-Qadimah, and Jazirah al-Rawdah; Janub, 
consisting of al-Khalifah and al-Sayyidah Zaynab; Wasat, consisting of al-Darb al- 
Ahmar, al-Jamaliyah, and Bab al-Sha'riyah; ‘Abidin, consisting of ‘Abidin, al-Muski, 
and al-Izbakiyah; Gharb, consisting of Qasr al-Nil, Bulaq, and al-Zamalik; al-Wayali, 
consisting of al-Zahir, al-Wayali, and Munsha'ah Nasir; Misr al-Jadidah (Misr al- 
Jadidah, al-Nuzhah, and Madinah Nasr); Shamal (Rawd al-Faraj and al-Sahil); Shubra 
(Shubra, al-Sharabiyah, and al-Zawiyah al-Hamra'); al-Zaytun (al-Zaytun and Hada'igq 
al-Qubbah); and Sharq (al-Matariyah, ‘Ayn Shams, and al-Salam). 


The establishment of five new police precincts was also approved. These princincts 
are Jazirah al-Rawdah, al-Zamalik, Munsha'ah Nasir, al-Zawiyah al-Hamra', and al- 
Salam. 


The council also agreed to divide Cairo into four police areas each consisting of 
three quarters, as follows: 


-South Cairo (Hulwan, Misr al-Qadimah, and al-Janub quarters). 
-North (Shamal, Shubra, and al-Zaytun quarters). 

~West (Wasat, Gharb, and ‘Abidin quarters). 

-East (Misr al-Jadidah, al-Wayali, and al-Sharq quarters). 
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IRAN 


AYATOLLAH JANNATI QUESTIONS ANTI-BAHAI SOCIETY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Nov 81 pp 1, 2 


[Text] You who did not velieve in theocratic rule 
before the revolution and were against or indif- 
ferent to the revolution, have you changed your 

+ aad 


Now that the atmosphere of the Islamic Republic 
does not allow Bahais and anti-Islam a chance to 
breathe, what is your organizational mission? 


Qom--The Friday prayers of this week, on the second 
day of the revolution-creating month of Moharran, 
was held most magnificently with the participation 
of the ever-present people on the Qom scene and a 
gathering of authorities and representatives of 

the Majlis, led by Hojjatoleslam Jannati, the 
religious jurist member of the council of 
suardians, in Hakim Nezami School. 


Before the delivery of sermons, Hojjatoleslam Nateq-Nuri, representa- 
tive of the Majlis and supervisor of the reconstruction crusade, spoke 
about the expansion and movement of the revolution for the partici- 
pants in the prayers. Then, the temporary Friday prayer leader of 
Nom began the political-worship sermons of the Friday prayers. After 
creetings to the honorable Prophet and the Immaculate Imams, he 
described the dimensions of theocracy, primarily in governing and 
advancins Islamic resulations and precepts. He said: Islam, during 
the time of the occultation of the Infallible Imam, through the 
guidance and leadership of a religious scholar and fully qualified 
[slamicist, can prevent misuses, power worship, end digressions. In 
continuation, he said: No principle has been as effective as the 
orincinvle of theocratic rule in the continuation of the revolution 
and pvrevention of deviations in thought and action. Should the 
religious jurist give an order, it is impossible for any individual 
member of the society, whether scholar or layman, Moslem or non- 
Moslem, to have the right to deviate from that order, because such 
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instructions concern the government of the entire society and if this 
founcstion is weakened, the whole Islamic system would be weakened. 


Hojjatoleslam Jannati, in another part of the first sermon, raised 
the questions of the people put to the members of the anti-Bahai 
society and asked them to clarify their position on the issue of 
theocratic rule. If they claim to accept this principle and have made 
a change in their previous views, they should state so clearly; and 
they should also explain their insistence on monopolizing the infor- 
mation they have on hand. He also asked this group their reason for 
insisting on figshting against the leftist counterrevolution while 
isnorins the rightist counterrevolution and the world-devouring 
United States, He demanded their religious and legal justification 
for using sovernment resources for group activities. The clarifica- 
tion of these and other questions will enable the people to know how 
to deal with this group. The temporary Friday prayer leader of Qom 
raised the questior.s of the pcople concerning the anti-Bahai society 
as follows: 

1. Before the revolution, you did not believe in theocratic rule and 
were outside the revolution, against it, or indifferent to it. Have 
you chanced your line or not? 


2, Are you prepared to confess that your previous line was wrong? 

If not, you have not changed your line and it is clear that you have 
accepted this line for tactical reasons. Otherwise, why not declare 
openly: Before the revolution, we found it appropriate to stay out 
of political issues; we were cutting off the branches while the 
revolution and the imam were cutting out the roots; we were mistaken. 
If you make this confession, we will understand that you are truthful. 


to Islam. And we said that we knew they were dangerous. You said 
they had relations with Israel and we knew that. We agreed with 
everything you said. We said that their roots must be destroyed, but 
you were cutting off the leaves and the branches. Well, now the 
roots have been destroyed. Today, they have no place in the regime 
of the Islamic Republic; it does not allow Bahais and anti-Islamic 
elements the chance to breathe. What iS your mission now in this 
organization? Your previous mission was clear, what is your present 
mission? 


3 Formerly, you worked against Bahais saying they were dangerous 


4, What is your reason for penetrating the information center to 
cather information? Why do you want to be active in the cultural or 
political sectors? 


5. Why do you not give the collected information to operational 
institutions and revolutionary organizations? Why do you hoard the 
information?. You want to have a monopoly over it. Should the guards 
corns or similar orvanizations not have such information at their 
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dinos2l in order to search out counterrevolution? Why do you not 
fully cooperate with the suards corps? 


65. You give yourselves the right to use government resources; do you 
have legal or relisious justification for doing so? 


7. What is your reason for focusing on the leftist counterrevolution 
and ignoring the rightist counterrevolution? Did the imam not call 
the United States the great Satan? Were we not captives of the United 
States during the last half century? Are our youth not being killed 
by the United States? What is the reason for putting all your 
pressures on the other side? At a time when our slogan is "neither 
Vestern nor Eastern," why have you left out the Western part and stuck 
only to the Eastern, despite the fect that we insist that both are 
danrerous to human society? Are we not to understand that this is the 
same line which formerly said we should not quarrel with these super- 
nowers but be indifferent to them? These are the basic questions to 
which they must give answers. 


In the second sermon of the Friday prayer, Ayatollah Jannati spoke 
about the month of lMoharram and added: Moharram is a month which 
cives life to lifeless bodies. it is a month which brings joy, a 
codly and heavenly joy for withered and dying souls. It is a month 
that has been the inspiration to Moslems. Opposing powers have 
always felt threatened by the month of Moharram. This shows that 
Mohnarram has a message. It revitalizes the nation. But we must take 
the most advantage of Moharram, both on the war front and elsewhere. 
The month of Moharram must be a month of enthusiasm and clamor. The 
neople must be made aware of the dangers which exist within the 
Islamic society. The people must be made aware of the situation of 
the counterrevolutionary minigroups, especially domestic counterrevo- 
lution, so that they will know about them after the war. Centuries 
of tears have been shed for Hoseyn's suffering from injustice in 
order that the people will know who the oppressor is and what he 
does, so that they will support the wronged one. This is the conclu- 
sion that must be arrived at from Moharram: support for those 
oppressed people such as Imam Hoseyn, who are killed innocently, who 
become innocent victims of injustice, and who are innocently made 
homeless, They must be supported throughout history, at any time and 
at any place. This is where our duties become clarified; if we are 
in the camp of Imam Hoseyn, we curse the oppressor. 


The temporary [friday prayer leader of Qom said in another part of his 
sermon: This Wednesday is student day. I ask the teachers to inform 
the students of what is going on in the society, that they are being 
deceived by lies. On 4 Nov, two events have happened. The first was 
the errest of our leader, which ended in his exile to Turkey, and the 
other was the occupation of the American spy nest by the students 
followins the line of the imam. One day the United States arrests 
our leader and sends him abroad and a few years later, on the same 
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day, the students following the line of this leader occupy the 
American spy nest and take its diplomats as hostages. 


In conclusion, I want you to think more clearly and try ‘to make your 
slogans well thought out, 


In regards to overpricing, he said: What can eliminate overpricing 

is trust in God. I do not know if one can be a Moslem and sell over- 
priced poods in this situation. Does God permit raising the prices 

of the food of the people and the rations which are hard to provide? 
There are two kinds of high prices, one real and the other artificial. 
Artificial high prices are caused by wealth worshippers and profiteers. 


CSO: 4640/50 
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ISLAMIC FACTORY COUNCILS ISSUE MANIFESTO 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Nov 81 p 15 


[Text] In a 5-day seminar, the representatives of 
more than 390 factories nationwide discussed with 
a number of authorities the problems of the 
nation's workers. 


The final session of the third national seminar of 
Islamic factory councils was opened at 1500 on 
Friday at the Felestin Cinema with the recitation 
of verses from the Koran, In this session, repre- 
sentatives from more than 390 factories nationwide 
met with several ministers and representatives of 
the Majlis. 


In this session, Hojjatoleslam Ma'tadikhah, the minister of Islamic 
suidance, spoke about the necessity of freedom of criticism and the 
duties of Islamic councils. 


Then, brother Fo'ad Karimi, a representative of the Majlis, spoke 
about the philosophy behind Islamic councils. He explained several 
principles of the Constitution concerning labor, workers, and 
production. 


In the end, brother Iiashemi, the minister of industries, spoke about 
the capitalist and communist systems and how they differ from Islam, 
He said: <A system that encourages the worker to want comfort while 
nittins him against the Islamic government is rejected by Islam, In 
the end, the resolution of the seminar was read and, with the saluta- 
tion "God is great," was approved by those present. 


The text of the resolution of the third national seminar of Islamic 
factory councils is as follows: 


1, In our absolute support for the principle of theocratic rule, 
which is the secret of the victory and continuation of the Islamic 
revolution of Iran under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni, we offer 











our concratulations to the representatives of the Majlis on conferring 
part of the authority of the person of the theocratic ruler on the 
Majlis. We consider this a focal point and the beginning of a new 
chapter in the writing and ratification of revolutionary laws, in 
stopping the hands of the capitalists and hoarders, and, as 
Hojjatoleslam Hahemi-Rafsanjani has interpreted, in the continual 
strursle acainst economic terrorists. 

2. Today, our most important and essential problem is the imposed 

war of the mercenary regime of Saddam against the Islamic revolution. 
The role of the nation of God's party and the people's forces, which 
include the workers of the factories, is very sensitive and signifi- 
cant to this war. While honoring the memory of the martyrs of Islam 
and the imposed war, especially the martyred workers, the seminar 
demands more effort on the part of the directors of production and 
industrial units to dispatch technical and combative self-sacrificing 
forces to the war fronts through their cooperation with revolutionary 
organizations such as the Islamic councils, so that, God willing, this 
war will end in victory for the Islamic army over internationat 
heathenism and the distruction of Saddam. 


One of the most essential obstacles on the path to growth of the 
Tslamic revolution is the existence of directors who are unfamiliar 
with the various dimensions of the human being-producing and libera- 
ting ideology of Islam and the Islamic Republic. Production and 
industrial institutions in particular have suffered awesome and 
destructive blows in this regard. We decisively demand the purge of 
non-ideological and conciliatory directors as soon as possible. 


4, To create perfect coordination between the government organiza- 
tions, Islamic factory councils, the combative clergy, the revolution 
cuards corps, and the literacy movement, we propose the establishment 
of Islamic administration classes for workers who are faithful and 
believe in theocratic rule, in the centers of every city and province, 
uSins professors who are true to our ideology, so that, God willing, 
an effective step is taken to eliminate dependence, to attain self- 
sufficiency, and to revitalize industry in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 


5. Since the councils of the polytechnic university act contrary to 
the Islamic institutions and councils and noting that the elements of 
this center have penetrated some of the sensitive organizations, 
especially the Ministry of Industries and Mines and the organization 
for national industries, the seminar decisively demands an investi- 
cation and action on the part of the authorities. 


One of the problems of factory workers is a lack of complete know- 
ledse concerning the financial situation, production level, and 
amount of losses and damages in their own production units, We 
demand that all production and industrial units publish for the 
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workers of that unit, once every three months, a complete list of 
their work as well as profits and losses and the reasons for them, in 
order to enable the workers to take steps to eliminate the problems 
with complete knowledge of the conditions of their production unit. 


7. It has frequently been observed that some persons have been 
nursed and dismissed from one factory only to be employed, after a 
time, at another place with even better conditions, This is because 
there is no center to register the names of the purged individuals. 
We request the establishment of such a center to register the names 
of purged individuals. All governmental units and factories should 
make their employment decisions in coordination with this center. 


8, One of the ways to create coordination between the managers and 
workers in the production and industrial units is to hold congrega- 
tional prayers during which the problems of both sides can be aired. 
Tne seminar expects the concerned authorities to take steps to 
Islamicize more than ever before the work atmosphere and eliminate 
the existing disharmony between managers and workers by proposing a 
law requiring that prayers be conducted in production and industrial 
units. 

9, We request that the Majlis propose and ratify, as quickly as pos- 
sible, more extensive and meaningful laws for Islamic societies as 
well as determine the extent of their activities and official 
authority. 


10. The seminar demands the abolition of Article 33 of the labor 

law as soon as possible, as it is a tool in the hands of capitalists 
and liberal manarers to dismiss faithful elements: from the produc- 
tion and industrial units. It also demands the writing and ratifica- 
tion of an Islamic, revolutionary labor law which will respond to the 
needs of our revolutionary society. 





11, The seminar condemns the U.S. proposal of King Fahd concerning 
the solidification and legitimization of the occupying regime of Qods 
and considers it no different than the scandalous U.S. Camp David 
asreement. 


12, We consider the so-called Amnesty International an organization 
made and nurtured by and a tool in the hands of the criminal super- 
powers, headed by the criminal United States, and condemn the support 
of this organization for the bomb-planting hypocrites and pro-American 
murders and professional terrorists, 


13. We support the Islamic revolution of the Moslem nation of Egypt 
and expect them to increase their efforts. We ask the Egyptian 
workers to cut off the economic artery of the pro-American regime of 
Husni llubarak throush nationwide strikes, like the brave Moslem 
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workers of Iran, and by overthrowing this puppet regime, to establish 
an [slamic sovernment, 


14, The national seminar of Islamic councils oi factories declares 
its unwavering support for the liberation movements of the oppressed 
neonple of the world. , 


15. The seminar expects the national authorities to study, as soon as 
possible, the cultural, welfare, and social conditions of the workers, 
farmers, and other oppressed people of the society and declares its 
support for all the revolutionary and Islamic institutions. 


16. The abolition of all enslaving contracts between workers and 
management, which can effect the establishment of Islamic 
equity and justice, is one of this seminar's most important demands. 


17. We request of all the honorable representatives of the Majlis 
that more of their attention and interest be given to the problems 
and difficulties of workers. 
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EXPEDITING GOODS FROM CUSTOMS ANNOUNCED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Nov 81 p 15 


[Report of Dr Hadinezhad Hoseynian, minister of roads and transpor- 
tation | 


[Text] Tabriz--Dr Hadinezhad Hoseynian, the 
minister of roads and transportation, entered 
Ardebil accompanied by members of the committee for 
the coordination of national transportation last 
Friday morning, on the third day of his trip to 
Eastern Azarbaijan Province, and visited the dif- 
ferent parts of the office of roads and transpor- 
tation in this province. 


PARS NEWS AGENCY reports: At the time of their departure for Ardebil, 
the minister of roads and transportation and his entourage visited the 
roads between Tabriz and Ardebil under construction by the office of 
roads and transportation of eastern Azarbaijan Province as well as 

the newly founded area highway police station of Sarab-Ardebil. 


This report also indicates that problems concerning the unloading, 
loading, and transportation of goods from Jolfa customs were discussed 
in the three-hour meeting between Engineer Hadinezhad Hoseynian, the 
minister of roads and transportation; the deputy minister of roads; 
the supervisor of the committee for national transportation; the 
directors seneral of customs and the Azarbaijan railroads; and repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of Commerce and the governor general's 
office at the railroad station of Jolfa. In this session, it was 
decided that the pnroposals presented for eliminatine the current 
difficulties and ~xpediting the transportation of goods from Jolfa 
customs to the farthest points in the country should be implemented 
after beins studied and approved. 


Accordings to this report, the minister of roads and transportation 
and his entourage made a four-hour visit to various parts of the 
public storage rooms of the Jolfa customs, This report also states 
that brother Hadinezhad Hoseynian and his entourage also went to the 
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home of the Friday prayer leader of Jolfa and the minister of roads 
and transportation visited and talked with him for one hour about 
rerional issues. 


Buildins 8,000 Km of Roads - 


In an interview with the correspondent of PARS NEWS AGENCY, the 
minister of roads and transportation spoke on the reason for his 
visit to Jolfa customs: Considering the present conditions of the 
country, more study of the situation concerning the customs and ports 
of the country is necessary in order to expedite the release and 
transportation of goods. Therefore, On this trip, visits were made 
to the customs of Jolfa and Astara and the operations of the general 
office of roads and transportation in this region were inspected. 

The ports of Anzali and Nowshahr will also be visited. 


He continued: Our goal on this trip is mostly to make an effort to 
eliminate their problems after visiting the customs and ports in the 
north of the country. 


Concernine the activities of Jolfa customs, the minister of roads and 
transportation said: The clearing and loading capacity of goods in 
this customs has shown a 30 percent increase from 21 Mar-22 Sep 81 
compared to the previous six months. If we are able to eliminate the 
present difficulties, the clearing and loading capacity of goods will 
certainly increase significantly. 


He added: In connection with the increase in the capacity to trans- 
port scoods by railroad, it was decided that the number of Jolfa- 
Tabriz trains should be increased. Large but light items, such as 
boards, pressed wood, fiber board, as well as tractors, already in 
customs will be transported by truck so that the railroads can begin 
to transport heavy items. 


Dr Hadinezhad Hoseynian, concerning tariffs on goods, said: In 
connection with the transportation of goods by trucks, there are 
problems in the new tariffs set by the Ministry of Roads, which we 
must study. We might call for certain changes after our investiga- 
tion. 


The minister of roads and transportation, concerning the amount of 
road construction, said: Last year, we had a total of 34,000 km of 
main, secondary, and rural roads under construction, of which 8,000 
Icm have become operational. This year, as well, despite the wartime 
difficulties and the shortages of spare parts and construction 
materials, we hope to have the same amount of roads operational. 


He added: The preliminary estimates of the Ministry of Roads and 


Transportation indicate that about 300,000 km of roads are needed 
nationwide. Given the present road construction capability in Iran, 
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} S : these roads, In the Ministry of 

Roads, we are studying road construction systems in general as well as 
new methods to increase our ad construction quantitatively in 
response to the needs of the people. 
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The minister of energy | as published ] added: By using side loading 
Pier No 5, the amount of goods that can be cleared through this port 
will increase to 400,000 tons from 23 Sep 81-20 Mar 82. During the 
spring and summer of this year, 320,000 tons of goods have been 
cleared and loaded on the four existing piers. The use of this pier 
will allow 80,000 more tons to be added to the capacity of the piers 


of this port. 
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IRAN 


MOS COW-ORIENTED CP ORGAN INTERVIEWS TUDEH SPOKESMEN 
Lulea NORRSKENSFLAMMAN in Swedish 7 Oct 81 pp 24-25 


[Interview with unidentified members of the Tudeh Party; date and place not given; 
by Alf Lovenborg] 


[Text] The situation in Iran is extremely complicated at present and difficult to 
understand, even for many who wholeheartedly support the Iranian revolution. 


Swedish newspapers are filled with reports of rioting in the streets and indiscrimi- 
nate executions of demonstrators right on the street. 


Opponents of the Iranian revolution are exploiting these events and they foresee the 
fall of the government and civil war. 


The editorial staff of NORRSKENSFLAMMAN approached several Tudeh Party members and 
sympathizers in Sweden to find out the Communist Party view on these events. 


Due to the complicated situation in Iran and the presence of reactionary Iranian 
elements in Sweden, including former SAVAK agents, the Iranian comrades have asked 
to present their information without giving their names or place of residence. 


Executions 


[Question] "Are the reports of mass executions correct and how do you and your por- 
ty view this?" 


[Answer] It is obvious that the revolution must be defended. For this reason, we 
cannot denounce all executions, not with respect to terrorists who try to destroy 
the revolutionary leadership through terror bombing or people convicted of serious 
crimes, CIA agents, etc. 


We do, however, denounce the indiscriminate executions on the streets that are now 
occurring and our party has stated this publicly. Our central committee has said 
that all death sentences against Mojahedin sympathizers and other leftist extremist 
groups must be stopped unless they have directly participated in assassination at- 
tempts and terrorist actions. They must also be allowed to operate if they do this 
within the laws of the Iranian Islamic Republic. 
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Civil War? 
[Question] "Do you believe that the risk of a civil war is imminent?" 


[Answer] "The situation right now is extremely precarious. The enemies of the revo- 
lution are attempting to destabilize the country through assassinations and to create 
social unrest in order to destroy the revolution. 


"The government is now involved in a bitter struggle against the Mojahedin. It has 
been proven to be guilty of assassination attempts, but there are also many cases in 
which there is evidence that former SAVAK and CIA agents were responsible for bomb- 
ings. Assassinations have killed many heroes of the revolution and this has created 
an atmosphere of confrontation that could lead to a civil war or a counterrevolution- 
ary coup. 


"Our central committee has stated, however, that the energy of the people is suffi- 
ciently strong to prevent a counterrevolution. 

‘ 
The Government 


[Question] "What is your opinion of the present government?” 


[Answer] "The present government subscribes to Khomeyni's revolutionary line. That 
is obvious. This does not preclude, however, that there are sectarian and monopolis- 
tic forces as well as clear-sighted and realistic forces that maintain that the pri- 
mary enemy is American imperialism. These latter forces also believe that the United 
States is Iran's primary enemy and that the Soviet Union does not represent a threat. 


"Before the bombings began it was the realistic and clear-sighted trend that domin- 
ated and there were many positive aspects of the government's policies. After the 
bombings, however, the sectarian trend was reinforced, but prominent people within 

the government and Iran's religious leaders have stated that they do not accept all 
these executions and that revolutionary severity must not give way to vindictiveness." 


Threat from Abroad 
[Question] "How do you view the threat from the United States at present?" 


[Answer] "The Western news agencies now want to utilize certain events to create 

an anti-Iranian mood in the world. In this way, they also want to create a favorable 
mood for direct military intervention from the United States so that American imper- 
ialism can appear as the ‘savior' of the Iranian people from what these agencies 

call the ‘revolutionary hell.' 


"This threat is now great. There are 60 American, English, and French ships in the 
Persian Gulf. More than 400,000 NATO soldiers are in the vicinity of Iran. 


"The people of Iran must be extremely vigilant in this situation. There is also a 
carefully orchestrated political effort against Iran. The trips by Sadat and Begin 
to the United States and Haig's visit to West Germany are part of a conspiracy di- 
rected against the people of Iran, among others. Iranian imperialism is being aided 
by counterrevolutionary forces within Iran, which will support the United States dur- 
ing a military intervention. 
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"The primary goal is to crush Iran economically. If this effort does not succeed, 
military means will certainly be considered." 


The Iran-Iraq War 
[Question] "What would you say about the war with Iraq?" 


[Answ r] "The war was started in accordance with a plan developed by counterrevolu- 
tionary forces. The idea was that Iraq would attack Iran and 'liberate' the Khuzi- 
stan province and not the entire region. Bakhtiar was to become prime minister in 

a government consisting of various counterrevolutionary elements. They believed it 
would be possible within 3 or 4 days to take all of Khuzistan and then, with the help 
of counterrevolutionary forces, continue farther. This effort was unsuccessful, how- 
ever, because of the fighting spirit demonstrated especially by Tudeh Party members 
and sympathizers at the front." 


"Bani Sadr played a double role. He wished to present himself as a great military 
leader, but his real desire was not for Iran to win the war. He wanted the war to 
continue and for Iran to be weakened so that those willing to compromise and forces 
friendly to the United States could take over. When he was deposed, it was a bitter 
blow to these forces. 


"Since the fall of Bani Sadr, we have seen great progress at the front by the army 
and the revolutionary guard." 


Work of Imperialism 


"We are defending our country and our revolutionary advances with weapons in hand, 
but at the same time we believe it is a tragedy that two fraternal nations are fight- 
ing each other. It would be more proper to direct a common front against Zionism 

and American imperialism. The economic consequences of the war are affecting the 
people of both countries, but as the latest report from the Tudeh Party's political 
bureau stated: 


"The war is a result of a conspiracy planned and coordinated by American, English, 

and French imperialism and their cohorts in the reactionary countries in this area, 
i.e., Israel, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Turkey, Pakistan, Oman, and the emirates 
of the Persian Gulf. Saddam Takriti'’s gang and the Iranian counterrevolution were, 
given the task of carrying out this conspiracy. 


"Tt is now clear that the heroic resistance of the revolutionary forces led to the 
early failure of this conspiracy." 


Advances of the Revolution 


As we know mass media in the capitalist countries are trying to make it appear that 
the people have made no advances, or that the situation is even worse than under Pah- 


lavi and SAVAK. 


[Question] "How would you describe the advances of the Iranian revolution?" 
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[Answer] "This is a lie, of course. The reality that is still vivid in the minds 

of the Lranian people contradict this propaganda. For despite all the pressure from 
the imperialists, the domestic counterrevolutionary conspiracy, and attempts to limit 
the revolution to securing the profits of the capitalists and wealthy landowners, 

the following has occurred during the past 2 years: 


The despised, oppressive monarchy has been relegated to the junk heap of history; 


The grip of the rich capitalists and landowners on the political, social, economic, 
and cultural life of the country has been broken. 


SAVAK's empire has been crushed and thousands of political prisoners liberated; 


Capital that had unjustly accumulated in private hands has been returned to the own- 
ership of the exploited people (70 percent of the industries in the private sector 
and banks have been nationalized); 


Our people have thrown out thousands of American, French, English, German, and Japan- 
ese leeches and spies who had a firm grip on the pulse of our country and exploited 
our people and our land; 


Important steps have been taken toward solving some of the most important and most 
vitai social problems, such as stopping the feudal and semifeudal exploitation by 
the large landowners and merchants, nationalizing foreign trade, and establishing 
State control over domestic distribution. 


"All this and more has been done in the best interest of the people. Speaking of 
the 'failure’ of the Tranian revolution indicates either malevolence or blindness 
and deafness." 


Leftist Extremists 


"There is today a tendency toward monopolism, absolutism, and egocentricity within 
what is called the 'left.' Certain groups are sincere in their positions, but in 
practical matters they assume incorrect attitudes toward the necessities of the 
revolution in its present historical phase. In this connection, creative revolution- 
ary action is also replaced by riotous, convulsive, and destructive deeds, i.e., 

the use of unnecessary violence designed to force their own narrow, sectarian views 
on others. We are witnesses to the fact that these methods, like the oppressive 
activities of the right, become a breeding ground for leftist extremism and attempts 
to create a Maoist 'cultural revolution’ which leads to the barbaric methods of Pol 
Pot. 


"The Tudeh Party opposes all such excesses and trends and we see Maoism as the ex- 
tended arm of American imperialism. Its activity is directed against the main in- 
terests of the Iranian revolution. Maoism has already caused great damage." 


The Revolution Goes On 


[Question] "How do you see the future?" 
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[Answer] "Despite all these difficulties, the Iranian revolution will go on and be 
consolidated. The Iranian people are not seeking a way back. Everyone knows how 
it was under the shah. United States imperialism is our main enemy and it will be 
fought successfully. 


"Our party has told the government many times that we must proceed with fundamental 
changes. A complete land reform is needed, the tax system msut be changed, and im- 
portant social changes must be legislated for the good of the people. 


"Tf this does not occur, it will become more difficult to mobilize the masses and 
the further course of the revolution will be hindered. 


"The true forces of the anti-imperialist and popular revolution are now fighting an 
historic battle on many fronts for our fatherland. This struggle is constantly be- 


coming more and more intense." 
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ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM METROPOLITAN EXPANSION PLANS SAID LACKING COORDINATION 
TA200810 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 20 Nov 81 pp 1, 5 
[Report by Avraham Rabinovich] 


[Text] At least one major urban centre is being planned just outside the city limits 
of Jerusalem without the Jerusalem municipality, on whose infrastructure the centre 
will lean, being aware of it. 


The situation reflects an almost total lack of coordination between the intensive 
planning now under way for the Jerusalem metropolitan area by various agencies and 
planning for the city itself. The ministerial committee on Jerusalem has not been 
re-established since the elections. 


Officials concerned withthe city's development, including some government officials, 
warn that Jerusalem's demographic character and political future are endangered by 
the direction of limited population resources in this wildcat manner to the city's 
periphery rather than the city itself. 


A government source revealed this week in an interview that an urban settlement of 
"several thousand" was planned for ‘Anatot less than 1 km from French Hill in north- 
east Jerusalem. He said several thousand more units were slated for Pesagot, to be 
created close to al-Birah, just north of Jerusalem. 


City engineer Amnon Niv, Jerusalem's chief planner, said yesterday that he had 
heard rumours this week of 6,000 units being planned for ‘Anatot--located across 
the former green line--but tiiat a senior housing ministry official had denied any 
knowledge of it. 


However, a call by a journalist later to the spokesman of the world Zionist organi- 
zation settlement department elicited confirmation that the ‘Anatot urban centre 
was being planned and by the department itself. "It will be an urban suburb of 
Jerusalem," he said. Although the government had approved the ‘Anatot project half 
a year ago, he said, the settlement department has not been eager to release de- 
tails at this stage of the plan, including the number of units whichcould even be 
more than 6,000. This is three times the number in French Hill itself. 


The spokesman said Pesagot was being planned as a regional centre with 300-500 
units but that it would be expanded in the future. 











The ministerial committee on Jerusalem, headed in the last government by Interior 
Minister Yosef Brug, was dismantled along with all ministerial committees when the 
new government took office 4 months ago and has not yet been reconstituted. The 
committee is responsible for coordinating development plans for the city. 


The ministerial committee on settlement, however, has been reconstituted under the 
chairmanship of Agriculture Minister Simha Ehrlich and has been busy drawing up 
plans in recent months for Jerusalem's periphery, including suburban settlement at 
the radar west of Jerusalem, adjoining kibbutz Ma'ale Hahamisha. 


Officials concerned with Jerusalem's development warned this week that by drawing 
off limited manpower resources to these suburban satellites, the settlement comnit- 
tee was endangering the Jewish character of Jerusalem itself. 

The officials urged the speedy reconstitution of the ministerial committee on 


Jerusalem and the establishment of coordination with the settlement committee on 
development of the Jerusalem metropolitan area. 


CSO: 4400/62 
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LEBANON 


CONTROVERSY OVER OBTAINING AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM DISCUSSED 


. 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 235, 22 Aug 81 pp 26-2? 


(Article by Ghassan Bayram: "Why Did Beirut Take Up Libyan Ofter To Pro- 
vide Lebanon with Air Defense System? Chairman of Defense Committee Accuses 
State of Railroading Operation To Overhaul Mirage Airplanes; Middle East 
Company Denies It Offered To Overy aul Airplanes at Low Cost" ] 


(Text | In 1974 while Lebanon's Chamber of Deputies was discussing the 
general budget, deputies objected to an item in this budget that called 
for the appropriation of 12 million Lebanese pounds to overhaul Lebanon's 
Mirage airplanes. 


Atter a violent attack on the government's policy in this area, the chamber 
then voted to abolish this appropriation. The chamber stated that what 

was required was the sale of these airplanes and not their overhaul because 
they were a source of continuing loss to the treasury and had no benefits. 
The deputies had several justifications for their position. The most promi- 
nent of them were the following: 


First, despite the fact that Lebanon is classified as a supporting country 
and not a confrontation country in the Arab-Israeli war, it is basically 
not involved in fighting Israel. Lebanon's policy is based on that fact. 
Several Arab-Israeli wars have taken place--the biggest of these wars were 
the 1967 war and the 1973 war--without Lebanon's participation. In fact, 
Lebanon did not try using these airplanes once to respond to Israel's 
attacks, especially when the Israeli air force bombed Beirut Airport. 


Second, it has been established technically and militarily that these air- 
planes cannot be used in Lebanon for several reasons. Among those is the 
fact that Lebanon's air space is not large enough for the range of these 
airplanes. No sooner do these airplanes take off from their base than they 
penetrate the air space of Israel or of other countries in the area. Since 
the purpose for which these airplanes were purchased no longer exists 
because the establishment of a unified Arab strategy has not been possible, 
the use of these airplanes has become impossible and their presence use- 
less, especially since the radar center with which these airplanes operate 
and which was located on the top of al-Baruk mountain was bombarded by 
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Israel and put out of operation. In addition, operating these airplanes 
requires an air defense system, and this system was abolished after the 
Crotale missiles purchase deal from France was cancelled. The deal was 
cancelled following the scandal that developed around this deal and 
involved official figures in the state. 


Because of the aforementioned Crotale scandal, the political climate at 
the time was set for a decision in the Chamber of Deputies to turn down 
appropriations for overhauling the Mirage airplanes and calling for their 
sale because Lebanon did not need them. 


First, [Lebanon did not need the airplanes] for the aforementioned reasons. 
In addition, the 1973 war was then considered the last war with Israel. 


Second, [Lebanon did not need the airplanes] because the reasons that had 
led to their purchase no longer existed since the Arab countries had 
stopped pursuing the plan they had during the sixties to divert the 
tributaries of the Jordan River. 


It is known that the Arab Summit Conference which was held in Alexandria 
in 1964 approved the plan to divert the tributaries of the Jordan River. 
To implement that plan the conference also approved [measures to] streng- 
then the military capabilities of the Arab countries that face Israel and 
are adjacent to it, or, briefly, the countries that would be involved in 
this diversion and that could be threatened by Israel for this reason. 


Because Lebanon is adjacent to Israel and because the process of diverting 
the tributaries of the Jordan River would begin in its southern terri- 
tories, the Alexandria Summit decided to invite the Lebanese government to 
strengthen its defense and its air force for that purpose. This reinforce- 
ment was to be financed by the Arabs in the context of a joint Arab plan. 
As a result Lebanon made several military deals with France among which was 
a deal for 12 Mirage airplanes, radar and an air defense system which con- 
sists of a French Crotale missiles system to intercept raiding airplanes 
flying at low altitudes. 


The rest of the story is now well-known: the part about the suspension 

of Arab operations in the project to divert the tributaries [of the river] 
after Israel bombed project installations; or the part about the concerned 
Arab countries dragging their feet in paying their full obligations to 
Lebanon. Then the 1967 defeat was followed by a variety of developments 
among which was the cancellation of the Crotale deal. This is the deal 
that complements the radar on al-Baruk which justifies the presence of the 
Mirage airplanes. 


The year 1975 brought its destructive war to Lebanon. That war created 

an explosion in the Lebanese situation and led to the collapse of the 
state. All these matters then became dormant, and a discussion about the 
Mirage airplanes, whose number declined to nine after three of the air- — 
planes fell during training operations, became irrelevant. 
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However, the government revived the matter and simultaneously stirred a 
major political controversy. The controversy was a result of the resolution 
adopted recently by the Council of Ministers, allocating the sum of 117 
million pounds to what was called overhauling the Mirage airplanes. 


And here reference must be made to the fact that when Lebanon purchased 
these Mirage airplanes, one airplane cost 10 million pounds. That is, the 
total [purchase price] at that time was 120 million pounds. 


This resolution that was adopted by the Council of Ministers stirred a 
political controversy which began with numerous questions and exclamations 
that were soon brought out in the open by the chairman of the parliamentary 
defense committee, Col Fu'ad Lahud. Col Lahud issued a statement attacking 
this resolution and asking that it be repealed. He said what is being 
called for is the sale of these airplanes which are no longer useful for 
Lebanon. He made veiled charges that shed some light on the background of 
this resolution. 


On the following day an official source in the Ministry of Defense--it 

is believed that it was Minister Joseph Skaf--responded to the chairman 

of the Detense Committee with a statement explaining that after the recent 
developments Lebanon had decided to pursue a policy of strengthening its 
detense capabilities, and especially its air force. Lebanon had made that 
decision since it became evident to the government when it looked into the 
matter of selling the Mirage airplanes, that no country would buy them at 
the minimum asking price. 


The door was thus opened to a political dialogue in which veiled threats 
were exchanged. Deputy Fu'ad Lahud disclosed information that he had which 
stated the following: 


First, it was not true that these airplanes were put up for sale and that 
no buyer was found who would pay the minimum price for them. An Arab 
country has offered to buy them. Libya was prepared to pay twice the 
Lebanese government's asking price. Deputy Lahud said that Libya offered to 
purchase these airplanes because, on the one hand, it has Mirage airplanes 
in its air force and, on the other hand, because it has its own facilities 
for overhauling and maintaining this kind of airplanes. 


Second, these Mirage airplanes that Lebanon owns are now very backward, 
compared with modern air forces in the world. In addition, they altogether 
lack the military capabilities to confront modern military aircraft manufac- 
tured in the United States, in the Soviet Union or in some European coun- 
tries, among which is France in particular. Furthermore, from a technical 
standpoint these airplanes are non-usable. A small country like Lebanon no 
longer needs this kind of military aircraft. In fact, small countries like 
Lebanon find it useful to use missile air defense bases which are mili- 
tarily and technically more effective and have a greater impact. Deputy 
Lahud cited as an example of this what happened in Israel as soon as Syria 
set up SAM-6 missile bases in al-Biqa'. 
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In connection with this Deputy Lahud said, "If Lebanon decided to keep 
these Mirage airplanes and did not find a buyer for them, overhauling them 
would not require these exorbitant costs which are said to be 117 million 
pounds. I have information that the Lebanese Middle East Airways made an 
offer to overhaul these airplanes at a cost that does not exceed one third 
that amount. In addition, there are Arab and non-Arab countries that now 
have plants to maintain and overhaul this kind of airplane. We can turn to 
these countries [and have the job done] at a much lower cost." 


AL-MUSTAQBAL asked the president of the board of directors of Middle East 
Airways, Mr As'ad Nasr whether what was said about his company making an 
otfer to maintain the Mirage airplanes was true. Mr Nasr denied those state- 
ments and said, "We made no offer in this regard." 


However, the repercussions in the case continued, and the scope of the cam- 
paign against the Council ot Ministers' resolution expanded. All of a sud- 
den Deputy Fu'ad Lahud challenged the government that if it persisted in 
its resolution, saying he would be forced "to reveal everything." 


The matter was returned to the Council of Ministers where it was discussed 
again. Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan left the meeting to announce that 
the council's resolution was upheld. He went so far as to say that Lebanon 
had a new defense policy and that according to that policy Lebanon's 
defense capabilities would be reinforced, the sources of weapons would be 
diversified, and weapons would be purchased from any international body 
with whom Lebaron thinks its interests are ensured. 


Although Lebanon's traditional policy from the outset has utilized western 
countries as a source for weapons purchases, and Lebanon has become known 
for that, this is not the first time for Lebanon to make a decision to 
diversify the sources of its weapons. A previous occurrence of this kind 
took place early in the administration of former president Sulayman 
Franjiyyah when the minister of defense at that time, Dr Ilyas Saba, submit- 
ted a plan to diversify the sources of weapons. That plan was adopted, and 
several deals were made then. Among them was a deal for tanks with the 
Soviet Union and a deal for other weapons from some eastern countries. 


However, the announcement by Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan that Lebanon 
had decided to strengthen its defense capabilities and diversify the 
sources of its weapons under these circumstances which Lebanon is experien- 
cing, with Israel's invasions and attacks to which it is subjected, created 
a psychological atmosphere that reduced the sharpness of the campaign 
against the resolution to overhaul the Mirage airplanes. Hence, Prime Minis- 
ter al-Wazzan tollowed this announcement with another statement in which he 
announced that Lebanon had reached a decision in principal to accept an 
offer submitted by Libya to provide Lebanon with air defense missile bases. 
To this end Prime Minister al-Wazzan received the secretary general of the 
Arab Brotherhood Office, the Libyan citizen Mr Salih al-Daruqi and informed 
him that the government had accepted the Libyan offer provided that these 
bases be operated by Lebanese citizens. 
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There is no doubt that the government of Prime Minister al-Wazzan has so 
far realized a respectable measure of success in the area of this preven- 
tive action in the campaign against the resolution to overhaul the Mirage 
airplanes. This action produced official initiatives that are still so far 
in an advisory tramework. This government plan did, nevertheless, succeed; 
it was described as a master's stroke that at least alleviated the politi- 
cal campaign against the government, causing the leader of this campaign, 
Deputy Fu'ad Lahud, to suspend his campaign and say that he decided to wait 
and see what the government would do. 


Those who have the inside story are saying that the political battle which 
began with the attack on the resolution to overhaul the Mirage airplanes 
and developed into a resolution to accept the Libyan offer has not been 
plaved out in tull. This is because neither matter can be separated from 
other political battles that are being fought on the Lebanese scene. The 
coming days will bring a decisive statement on the matter. 
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LEBANON 


MERITS OF DEFENSE TREATY WITH USSR DEBATED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 236, 29 Aug 81 pp 8-10 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "Will Lebanon Sign Defense Treaty with Soviet 
Union?" ] 


[Text] Official Lebanon will find itself compelled 

to turn to the Soviets or the Syrians since Washington 
is still putting off coming up with a U.S. solution. 
The United States did not support Fahd's peace plan, 
so the Palestinians opened fire on the U.S. plan for 
south Lebanon. 


When Israel launched its recent war against the Palestinian Resistance in 
Lebanon, deliberations on a new idea took place in certain official and 
political Lebanese circles. This idea is new and altogether alien to the 
nature of Lebanon's traditional policies and foreign relations. It suggests 
the possibility of Lebanon and the Soviet Union signing a friendship 
(defense) treaty that would be somewhat similar to the treaty that Syria 
signed with the Soviets. 


The subject of the treaty was presented to President Ilyas Sarkis after 

the cease fire agreement between Israel and the PLO was reached through 
U.S. efforts. Lebanese sources stated that among those who took part in 
presenting the matter and the justifications for it was Minister of Tourism 
Marwan Hamadah. Those who presented this subject to President Sarkis gave 
the president a variety of known facts and data that support [the fol- 
lowing ]: 


First, the cease fire that was achieved will remain fragile and subject 

to collapse at any time as long as it is not shored up by a political agree- 
ment. In the future Israeli raids on Lebanon and on the Palestinian Resis-— 
tance may be more violent and more vicious than they've been before. 


Second, there is a possibility that Lebanon may be exposed to a major 
Israeli invasion whose objective this time would be to occupy the south in 
its entirety or all of Lebanon. This has become a strong possibility. 
Various international and Arab sources have much information on this matter 
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which requires alertness, vigilance and action in any direction to ensure 
protection for Lebanon against any Israeli invalion and to deter Israel 
from persisting not only in its bombardment of Lebanon but also in enter- 
taining thoughts about occupying or seizing its territory. 


Third, signing a friendship and defense treaty with the Soveit Union may be 
Lebanon's only way out at this stage. A treaty could not only ensure protec- 
tion for Lebanon against Israel's aggressions and ambitions, it may also 
keep partitioning plans away from Lebanon or even protect it from extinc- 
tion. Such a treaty could help to unravel many of the complications that 
are still dominating the Lebanese crisis and keeping it running around in 
vicious circles. 


Fourth, the national and f:ture interests of Lebanon make it necessary for 
Lebanon to disregard all tne traditional historical reservations it has had 
about binding itself with promises and political and non-political rela- 
tions with the communist world and its leader, the Soviet Union, and to 
sign a treaty of this kind with a superpower such as the Soviet Union to 
ensure its own protection, its life and its survival. Under these circum- 
Stances it does not seem that Lebanon can sign such a treaty with any other 
country but the Soviet Union. It is also difficult or impossible at this 
stage to find a superpower other than the Soviet Union which can provide 
such protection to Lebanon and to Lebanese territory, especially after it 
has been established that neither France nor any other European country is 
qualified to play such a role. Besides, experience has confirmed that it is 
not possible to trust the positions which the leader of the West, the 
United States of America, assumes vis a vis Lebanon. 


The Crisis Worsens 


Proponents of this idea said that regardless of circumstances, Lebanon, 
which is still being strangled and threatened by partition or extinction, 
should not be hurt at all by a friendship treaty with the Soviet Union, 
modeled after Syria's treaty with the Soviets. Syria did not hesitate at 
all in signing such a treaty with the Soviets when it realized that it 
would face Israel alone and that it would be subject to all kinds of 
toreign conspiracies whose purpose would be to subjugate it and to impose 
on it a U.S.-Israeli solution to the Middle East crisis. Syria did not 
hesitate in signing this treaty after it became certain that there was no 
hope that a joint Arab force would be created and that all capabilities 
would be made available so that a strategic balance with [Israel can be 
achieved. That balance was most terribly upset as a result of the Camp 
David accords which isolated Egypt from the Arab world and from the 
struggle with Israel. 


At first the idea of a treaty with the Soviets was met with various forms 
ot approval by Lebanese officials, but consideration of the subject was 
soon forgotten, and the matter was not brought up for discussion again 

at that official level despite the fact that some political circles in the 
area who oppose U.S. policy in the area toward the Arab-Israeli struggle 
find that there is no other way out for Lebanon but to turn to the Soviets. 
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They tell President Llyas Sarkis that if he does not want to or if he can- 
not violate Lebanon's traditional policy to ensure its future and his 
interests he would at least have to suggest or threaten the possibility of 
leaning toward the Soviets. Thus if the United States and the European 
countries, Lebanon's traditional allies, are interested in Lebanon's sur- 
vival, they would do something to save Lebanon from Israel and from its 
ambitions. 


If a discussion about a treaty at this stage in particular makes observers 
pause, and if such a discussion were to touch on all bases, it is because 
the importance and indications for such a treaty are derived from the dis- 
turbed climates that the Middle East area is experiencing as it continues to 
stand, on the one hand, on the verge of serious transformations and changes 
and, on the other hand, because the developments in international struggles 
are beginning to inundate the area with plans for alliances and treaties 
which are being sought by the major powers, led by the two U.S. and Soviet 
superpowers. 


On the basis of all this there are two basic factors preventing Lebanon, 
at least at this stage, from any possibility of taking this new course in 
its foreign relations, regardless of circumstances and regardless of the 
magnitude of the dangers that are threatening Lebanon's destiny. These two 
factors are subject to actual practice in the policy of the Lebanese state. 


The first factor is that President Ilyas Sarkis is not the man who can 
make a decision of this magnitude, if for no reason other than that his 
term as president is about to expire. It is now certain that he does not 
want to commit the Lebanese state to any positions that deal with the sub- 
stance and the structure of the Lebanese regime as a whole and with 
Lebanon's policy and its Arab and foreign relations. 


The second factor is that Lebanon is still counting on--and it appears it 
will continue to do so--a U.S. solution and European assistance [to solve] 
its crisis. Accordingly, Lebanon will march to a U.S. tune in almost every- 
thing. These are among the established facts that are now clear and known 
to everyone; they are indisputable. 


Indirect Communications 


In the context of political remarks which were being muttered in recent 
days about the political background that spurred the idea of a treaty with 
the Soviets, some people found a connection between the fact that this 

idea was proposed and the sudden U.S. interest, which appears to be serious 
this time, in the Lebanese crisis. The Americans are trying to deal with 
that crisis in a way that would get Lebanon out of its state of weightless- 
ness and out of the maelstrom of anxiety over its destiny as well. Accor- 
dingly, the U.S. administration is strongly affirming that it is holding on 
to Lebanon and that it will restore it as a factor of stability in the area. 


Some political leaders said that such a possibility must not be ruled out 
especially when the United States finds that discussions about a treaty 
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with the Soviets have begun in a country like Lebanon. Such discussions are 
occurring under circumstances that are extremely critical and sensitive, 
circumstances in which crucial developments are taking place which will 
determine Lebanon's future for a long time. 


Those people said, "If a mere discussion about Lebanon shifting its foreign 
policy toward the Soviet camp has had this effect on the U.S. adminis- 
tration, there would be no harm in continuing this discussion implicitly 

or openly so as to give the U.S. action an added impetus. Accordingly, such 
discussions would constitute a mere warning to the western camp, 

admonishing it, and especially its leader, the United States, that continua- 
tion of its current policy will cause it to lose in fact, and not in words, 
its major posts in the area. 


It is now certain that domestic, political pressure on the principals of 
the Lebanese state to develop the means of dialogue and communications with 
the Soviets has risen, now that the U.S. administration's enthusiasm for 
proceeding with its plan to solve the problem of the south and to establish 
firm foundations tor solving the crisis in Lebanon is gradually waning. 
These foundations would become a nucleus tor a solution to the problem of 
the area. 


After the publicity provided by Washington in the media and in diplomatic 
circles about the existence of a U.S. plan for the problem of the south, 
and after the diplomatic moves and communications that included all con- 
cerned parties, discussions about that matter soon began to disappear 
gradually. Now that subject is no longer mentioned. 


It so happened that public discussions and investigations into the matter 
of the U.S. plan stopped immediately after some prominent Palestinian 
leaders attacked the U.S. plan, describing it as one in a series of con- 
spiracies against the Palestinian question. 


This Palestinian attack on the U.S. plan began not too long after the 
silence that for a short period of time accompanied the cease fire. 


At that time some informed sources attributed official Palestinian silence 
to the fact that during that period the Palestinian command was waiting for 
the results of the ongoing communications and deliberations. These were 
taking place first, around the details of the U.S. plan on the one hand 
and, accordingly, on U.S. guarantees to the PLO in return for the organiza- 
tion's going along with that plan. All these guarantees revolved around 
U.S. recognition of the PLO as the sole, legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and of the right of the Palestinian people to establish 
their state on their national soil. 


A Problematic Situation 
These sources are now inclined to believe that the Saudi peace plan, which 


was announced by Crown Prince Fahd, to solve the crisis of the Middle East 
was expected to make up the formula which the United States would accept in 
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principle as a foundation for achieving a just peace in the area. It would 
thus become possible to consider the U.S. plan to solve the problem of the 
south with the liberation organization without considering that plan a 
political blow against the PLO to divest it of its content and to take away 
from it the issue of south Lebanon. 


Although ongoing communications with Washington regarding the situation in 
Lebanon and the south have not confirmed decisively that the U.S. plan 

in the south has failed, the prevailing impression in the Lebanese capital 
does not encourage optimism. Some ofticials even think that this oppor- 
tunity has been lost and that the situation in Lebanon in the coming period 
may become extremely tense. Preparations for that increasing tension have 
begun and are evident in the partial deterioration which has recently been 
experienced on the contact lines in the Lebanese capital. This deterioration 
was accompanied by rounds of random shelling between the eastern and western 
sectors of the Lebanese capital. 


Observers expect this state of tension to turn into major security distur- 
bances if the United States does not take new action to accept solutions 
that are acceptable to Arabs and Palestinians. Communications with the U.S. 
capital about that matter are currently underway. These communications are 
taking place amidst information that Israel may invade Lebanon to occupy it 
or at least to occupy its southern part. These possibilities are being 
discussed among some Arab capitals. Lebanon is calling for an Arab position 
to apply pressure on the United States so it can prevent Israel from 
carrying out any military adventure of this kind. 


People in the Lebanese capital are now saying that Washington's giving 

up finally on Arab choices and its return to the course of Israeli choices 
will put the Lebanese president in an extremely critical position. He would 
have to face one of two matters: he would either shoulder the respon- 
sibility for what may happen to Lebanon as a result of the continued 

reliance on U.S. policy, or he would have to go back and look into the 
possibility of counting on Soviet policy and expressing this reliance in 
various forms. Among those forms would be that of the matter of the friend- 
ship treaty. [This situation] is analogous to having a bitter pill to swallow. 


There is no doubt, however, that the development of the situation in a 
manner that would make the Lebanese state face up to the Soviet option will 
provide considerable help in dispelling official Lebanese reservations on 
the matter of regulating Lebanese-Syrian relations according to principles 
and rules governed by security agreements. This [observation] is based on 
the fact that if circumstances cause the Lebanese state more embarrassment 
than they are causing it now, it will be easier for Lebanon to sign 
treaties with Syria because the impact of a treaty with Syria would be less 
than going directly to the Soviets, as long as some people believe that the 
outcome would be almost the same. 


There is information stating that the matter of the relationship between 
Syria and Lebanon, as well as the future of this relationship, was dis- 
cussed during the negotiations which Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan held 
in both the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and in Kuwait. 
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This information is corroborated by the statement that was made by 
Lebanon's prime minister in Kuwait in reference to what has already been 
rentioned. Al-Wazzan said in that statement that the Lebanese working paper 
wnich was submitted to the Arab Follow-Up Committee included a special item 
tha. -. «t with the matter of the relationship between Syria and Lebanon. 
Al-Wazzan described this relationship as distinctive and asked that it be 
defined in detail and that firm texts be written to regulate and direct 
this relationship. 


Accordingly, the question that is being raised now is this: Will Lebanon 
find itself compelled to give up counting on the United States if it is 
disappointed one last time by Washington? If this does happen, will the 
Lebanese state choose to join the Syrian position, or will it go directly 
to Moscow? 
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LEBANON 


RESULTS OF AL-JUMAYYIL'S TRIP TO WASHINGTON DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 236, 29 Aug 81 p 25 


[Article by George Bashir: "Bashir al-Jumayyil's Information: New U.S. 
Initiative To Solve Lebanon's Crisis; ‘Washington Has Finally Realized 
That a Strong, Independent Lebanon Is a Basic Pillar in the Stability of 
the Entire Middle East Area’ "] 


[Text] Journalists and correspondents were taken by surprise last Thurs- 
day when al-Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil summoned them to a press conference 
in his office. At first a group of these correspondents thought that 
al-Shaykh Bashir wanted to give them the first statement about his impres- * 
sions of his recent visit to the United States and the results of the nego- 
tiations he conducted there with the main figures of the new administration 
in Washington. However, al-—Jumayyil began by telling the journalists, 
"Tomorrow or the day after I will tell you about the results of my trip 

to the United States. I am extremely exhausted by the trip because of the 
long and intense itinerary that had been prepared for me and because of the 
importance of the negotiations that I conducted with the new U.S. leaders. 
But today I want to talk with you about the function of the Arab Follow-Up 
Committee and the sincere desire which I have for expressing the importance 
of facilitating its function and assisting it in making its mission success- 
ful. This is because we consider the function of this committee to be a 
fundamental and a basic function that we all look forward to. Through its 
actions, its efforts and our cooperation with its principals we see hope in 
reaching an end that would curb the sharp tragedy that our home country has 
been experiencing for 7 years." Al-Jumayyil added, "Today, I will talk with 
you about the Arab Follow-Up Committee, and tomorrow, about the U.S. 
Follow-Up Committee." 





Some of those attending the press conference tried to dissuade al-—Jumayyil 
from what he had intended to do and to shift [the discussion] from the 
subject of the Arab Follow-Up Committee and its function to what jour- 
nalists and correspondents regard as the more prominent and more important 
subject of the U.S. trip, the negotiations that took place during that trip 
and the outcome of these negotiations. But al-Shaykh Bashir insisted on his 
position and said that the function of the Arab Follow-Up Committee was 

a subject of more importance and more prominence because there were serious 
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attempts to abort this mission and to thwart the Arab role in solving the 
Lebanese crisis so as to keep Lebanon subject to the furious storms of 
international struggles. "I think if the Arab role and the Arab solution 
are aborted, these international struggles will become more severe and 
will turn our land into a real battlefield as a result of which we may 
all perish before the crisis comes to an end." 


Last Thursday evening during a meeting that a group of journalists and 
correspondents held with al-Shaykh Bashir, al-Jumayyil reaffirmed his total 
commitment to the substance of the declaration that he gave President 
Sarkis. That declaration was read at the recent meeting of the Follow-Up 
Committee. It was an absolute commitment not to enter into any dealings 
with Israel, regardless of the form of a deal, and to consider the Arab 
Follow-Up Committee capable of producing serious results in the area of 
helping solve the Lebanese crisis. "We are entitled to assistance from 
fraternal Arab countries to get out of this tragedy that is sweeping our 
homeland and our people. We need their assistance to give the legitimate 
government the opportunity to regain its national sovereignty over all the 
territory of Lebanon. We need their assistance so that Arab capitals and 
the principals of the Follow-Up Committee would not accept some of the 
rumors and errors that are being scattered here and there for the purpose 
of distorting positions and shaking the confidence [that exists] between us 
and the committee, especially Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the confidence that 
any solution can be achieved." 


What happened in Washington? With whom did Bashir al-Jumayyil meet? What 
are his impressions as a result of his negotiations with the officials 
of the new U.S. administration? 


Bashir al-Jumayyil said, “Ever since 1958 Lebanon, the state and country, 
practically broke most of its close ties with the countries of the free 
world, and especially with the United States. Relations that were left were 
superficial. Lebanon wanted to b.come a neutral country, but no one wanted 
to acknowledge that neutralicy. It went along with everybody, and the out- 
come of that was that everybody went along with everybody else at Lebanon's 
expense. They fought and battled with each other on the territory of 
Lebanon, and Lebanon did not even have the right to state its opinion on 
what had happened or what was happening on its land. Even when Lebanon said 
its opinion, nobody heeded it. 


"Therefore Lebanon--and this is what we achieved in this visit--will re- 
build the bridges between Lebanon and the free world," said al-—Jumayyil, 
"and especially with Washington. We hope that we can feel again that we 
are part of this free world. We wanted to be with everybody, [anc we dis- 
covered that] no one was with us. We wanted to please everybody, and as a 
result [of our efforts], no cone was satisfied or pleaseu with us." 


Al-Jumayyil said, "There was a meeting last Monday at President Ronald 
Reagan's ranch in California. The meeting was attended by his vice presi- 
dent, his secretary of state, his senior assistants and the people who for- 
mulate foreign policy in the Middle East. Part of this meeting was set to 
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discuss the situation in Lebanon. I had the opportunity to meet with some 
of those people who attended that meeting, and I had lengthy negotiations 
with them before the California meeting. I have now received some indica- 
tions of the results of this meeting. Some, if not all, of them are posi- 
tive. My talks with the American side were candid and realistic. We shared 
points of view without any complications, and I said what every Lebanese 
citizen feels. These negotiations left me with the impression that the 
American side has actually begun to feel that Lebanon is a cornerstone for 
stability in the Middle East area and that its people have a cultural role 
they must play in their environment and with the free world [as well]. I 
learned that since the new administration took office a strong trend has 
been taking shape in both houses of the U.S. Congress and among the members 
ot the [Senate] Foreign Relations Committee and the Defense Committee whom 
I met. The new administration strongly favors the need to solve the 
Lebanese problem so that national sovereignty can be restored and Lebanon 
can become again the basic factor for stability in the area, and especially 
in its own surroundings." 


Al-Jumayyil added, "Although this information has not yet been formulated 
into a proposal for a solution or something similar to that, the U.S. 
administration, the men of that administration and the American people are 
convinced that the crisis of Lebanon had been shelved long enough and that 
it has become necessary to find solutions for it and to execute those solu- 
tions. This U.S. resolution is not far from being made, and we have to 
follow-up on it. For this reason and because we believe in the necessity of 
following up and in follow-up committees, we have formed a follow-up commit- 
tee to resume the contacts, the search and the sharing of views until the 
U.S. solution which had been placed on a slow burner becomes well done and 
can be executed. The execution of the solution is not to be at our expense. 
Lebanon has been a friend to the United States, and this is something that 
the American people still feel. I was told in Washington that the men of 
the new administration in Washington were keeping the problems of the 
Middle East alive, especially the Palestinian problem and the problem of 
Lebanon. I was told that they have been involved for some time in studying 
the nature of each one of these problems separately and in depth in the 
light of their information, their experience and naturally their strategic 
interests. But my feeling is that no solution to these problems has ripened 
yet, although administration officials now have various ingredients to the 
solutions to each one of these problems. I left Washington with the impres- 
sion that President Reagan's administration was determined--and not too far 
from now--to present specific and new proposals for solutions to each one 
of these problems, starting with the Lebanese problem. Attempts that were 
made through Washington or through some of its friends in Europe and the 
Arab world to solve the crisis in Lebanon were only part of this U.S. 
action." Al-JjJumayyil said, "Regarding Lebanon, the legitimate government 
will be reinforced, supported and strengthened, and all forces and efforts 
that are present now on the Lebanese scene will be channeled in that direc- 
tion." : 


Al-Jumayyil refrained from indicating, explaining or even referring to 

the persons [involved in these efforts] because in his opinion all the 
cards must not be revealed at once. What matters here is follow-up, and we 
are tollowing up. 
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LEBANON 


OBSTACLES FACING FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE ANALYZED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 237, 5 Sep 81 pp 34-35 


[Article by George Bashir: "All Parties Are with Follow-Up Committee, but 
Moscow Feels Left Out; Sarkis Expresses Apprehension of Security Test Month 
Promised by Committee" |] 


[Text] Will the formidable moral and political international support which 
the Arab Follow-Up Committee now has to solve the crisis in Lebanon turn 
into a "check with insufficient funds?" 


This is what political and diplomatic circles in the Lebanese capital are 
talking about. Never before has an Arab committee of this kind and this 
makeup, which was charged by the council of Arab Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs to fulfill a mission, received the support this committee is 
receiving. The committee is receiving offers for help from those who are 
concerned with its mission. 


Ever since Arab ministers ot foreign affairs, at their last meeting in 
Tunisia 5 months ago, revived this committee, awakening through it and 
through its mission the hope that achieving permanent and just solutions to 
the crisis in Lebanon is possible, questions have been raised about the 
steps that committee will take in return for the encouragement, the backing 
and the local, regional and international support that was declared by 
yvung and old to bless its steps and to encourage its principals and its 
parties to go ahead with their actions. 


The Crisis of Impediments 


Such positive regional and international initiatives usually double the 
credibility of any committee and make its mission, even though difficult, 
not impossible [to realize]. However, the Follow-Up Committee, as observers 
have noted, is still to a certain extent going around itself in circles. 
Four months ago when Arab ministers of foreign affairs urged that a custom- 
made Arab solution for Lebanon be formulated, the question that is still 
being raised today is this: Will the committee continue to perform its 
function, or will this function be suspended as it's been in the past by 
such previous committees since the summit meetings of al-Riyadh, Cairo, 
Baghdad and al-Ta'if, where they collapsed one right after the other? 





The aforementioned committees used to face local, regional and interna- 
tional obstacles, and they were not confident that their decisions would 
be carried out. Therefore, they disappeared from sight, and the Lebanese 
crisis has gone on for 7 years "in lLimbo,"' subject to an explosion and 
threatening Lebanon's neighbors. This situation has persisted until the 
recent conference in Tunisia took the initiative and revived the makeup of 
the committee which began to take action. 


Everybody concedes that despite this extensive Arab and international sup- 
port, which enhanced the credibility of the committee and its chief mem- 
bers, that support had to give the committee a strong momentum to succeed 
in its mission. The United States declared more than once its total support 
for the Follow-Up Committee and for an Arab solution to the Lebanese crisis 
achieved by this committee in particular. The government in Washington 
declared that it was prepared to offer [the committee] all the means and 
measures of support. Through unpublicized negotiations which Washington 
conducted directly or through intermediaries with some principal parties to 
the Lebanese crisis, the United States encouraged the Lebanese to cooperate 
with the Follow-Up Committee, to comply with its principals and to meet 
their requests to tacilitate their mission. Washington assumed respon- 
sibility for some requirements that in the past had prevented those parties 
from cooperating with the committee and complying with its missions. An 
example of this [posture] lies in the statement presented to President 
Ilyas Sarkis by al-Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil, commander of the Lebanese 
forces. Washington played a prominent role behind the scenes in bringing 
about this statement. 


Part of Philip Habib's Mission 


Some foreign diplomats in Beirut have information that Ambassador Philip 
Habib, the official and personal envoy of U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
said in front of parties concerned with the affairs of the Lebanese crisis 
that his country was prepared to support an Arab solution to the Lebanese 
crisis and the efforts that were being made in that regard. He said that 
the United States would support these efforts to the farthest extent pos- 
sible, beyond the expectations of the chief members of the committee and of 
those who have a stake in achieving such a solution [so that] internationa- 
lization can be prevented. 


Habib responded to this by telling a senior Arab official that Washington 
considered a solution to the Lebanese crisis, apart from the points of 

view and the principles that are outlined by the principal figures of the 
lawful government in Lebanon regarding a solution, to be an appropriate 
introduction to a solution to the crisis in the Middle East. "It would open 
the door to a transition period in which the parties to the dispute in 

the crisis of the area would take a necessary deep breath and calmly and 
securely investigate the origins and the parts of a solution to the major 
crisis in the Middle East. The continuing flare-ups on the Lebanese scene," 
said Habib, "will benefit only those who do not want a just and permanent 
solution to the Middle East crisis and to the Lebanese crisis. 
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"Furthermore, continued attempts by any party or parties to start a fire 
in this explosive Lebanese crisis would seriously damage all parties and 
would make any regional or international effort to achieve a solution to 
the Palestinian question quite remote." 


Habib made that statement when he wound down his recent tour in the area, 
and that coincided with the end of the Israeli elections. After that, a 
statement issued by the White House 2 weeks ago corroborated Habib's state- 
ments which were recorded in the minutes of the secret meetings that the 
U.S. envoy held. That statement was President Reagan's decision to add a 
new mission to his envoy's basic mission: Habib was to intensify official 
communications with the parties to the Lebanese crisis to find solutions to 
that crisis. Habib's basic mission had been confined to the effort to reach 
a peaceful solution to the missiles crisis between Syria and Israel--Syria 
had placed the missiles in Lebanon to defend its troops there--and to pre- 
vent the outbreak of a new war in the area because of these missiles. 


The French Role 


Last Sunday Claude Cheysson, minister of foreign affairs in the new French 
government gave the Arab Follow-Up Committee further credibility by 
announcing officially on behalf of his country and on behalf of the 
European community that France and Europe would support the efforts and the 
mission of the Follow-Up Committee. Cheysson said, "If one day in the con- 
text of the four-nation Follow-Up Committee Lebanon's fraternal nations 
find that a foreign country like France can offer any assistance, let me 
say,'’ Cheysson said, "that Europe will be prepared to provide that assis- 
tance, and France, of course, is a member of the European community." 


The statement that was made by the new French minister of foreign affairs 
was a summary of what Lebanese officials and some Arab officials had heard 
him tell them during his recent tour. He had discussed with them the 
European community's backing and support for the efforts of the Arab 
Follow-Up Committee to find a solution to the Lebanese crisis. Cheysson 
told those Arab and Lebanese officials that France was totally prepared to 
obtain approval tor this support from the Council of Ministers of Foreign 
Atfairs of the European Community which was to meet that week. He said 
France would be prepared to relay that support to the countries and parties 
that were involved in Lebanon's crisis. One can provide a clear picture of 
the considerable credibility that the Follow-Up Committee now had. 
Naturally that credibility was added to that of its principal members. 


The Follow-Up Committee whose members are the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Kuwait and the Secretariat General of the Arab League is chaired 

by President Ilyas Sarkis. It derives its basic credibility from its mem- 
bers. In addition, it has local credibility since various Lebanese parties 
have given it their confidence; they have complied with its wishes from the 
outset and with the very few measures that it has taken. 


Arab credibility consists of the backing of most of the Arab countries 
whose ministers of toreign affairs met recently in Tunisia. They support 
the committee's mission. 








International backing for this committee stems from the Americans' convic- 
tion that an Arab solution to the Lebanese crisis would be beneficial. This 
conviction was conveyed in the assurances provided by the government in 
Washington through the U.S. president's personal envoy, Philip Habib. 


Moscow's Role 


It we were to add to that the European support and backing that were 
announced by France's minister of foreign affairs during his recent tour in 
Beirut, Amman and Damascus the tremendous credibility that the committee‘s 
principal tigures have becomes evident. Nevertheless, some people are 
saying that despite its extensive scope, the committee's credibility is 
still lacking in the absence of Soviet backing and support. The Soviet 
Union's presence in the Middle East is strong, and the Soviet Union would 
not accept or allow anyone to diminish that presence or attempt to under- 
mine it or ignore it. 


Moscow has not yet announced its willingness to support in practice the 
ettorts of the Arab Follow-Up Committee to solve the Lebanese crisis, at 
least as Washington, Paris, the European community and the Arab community 
have done. Moscow's diplomats in Beirut and in the capitals of the area are 
still not acknowledging the existence of the Follow-Up Committee. No 
otficial soviet statement has been issued to affirm Moscow's wishes that 
the mission of the Follow-Up Committee succeed. This is happening at a time 
when those who are in the know are saying that Moscow is feeling isolated 
from the efforts that are being made to solve the Lebanese crisis just as 
it is isolated from the efforts to solve the crisis in the Middle East due 
to Washington's desire to keep Moscow away from these efforts. 


On more than one occasion Lebanese officials have expressed their approval 
of Moscow's practical participation in efforts to solve the crisis of the 
Middle East and in similar eftorts that are being made to solve the 
Lebanese crisis. On more than one official occasion President Sarkis told 
Arab and foreign ambassadors that Moscow's role in that area was a basic 
role and that it was essential to the success and execution of any solution. 


Worsening Crisis 


The story about dealing with Israel was the basic obstacle which impeded 
the progress of the Follow-Up Committee during its first meeting in Bayt 
al-Din about 5 months ago. Through their credibility the government in 
Beirut and some of the principal members of the Arab Follow-Up Committee 
were able to overcome this obstacle and obtain a statement ‘trom al-Shaykh 
Bashir al—Jumayyil rejecting absolutely all forms of dealing with Israel. 
The principals of the committee were also able to tone down the [rhetoric 
in the] media and curb campaigns in that regard which had irked some mem- 
bers of the committee. However, the committee has not been able to re-open 
a single one of the routes that link the two sections of the Lebanese 
capital; nor has it been able to take a single step of the steps it had 
promised to take with regard to beginning a dialogue between the Lebanese 
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parties to bring about national accord and to proceed thence with the 
committee's basic mission. 


In addition, the pessimism and the anxiety that are prevailing in Lebanon 
because of the deteriorating security situation--not only on the contact 
lines in Beirut, but also all along the length and breadth of these lines 
in al-Jabal, in the north and also in the south--are putting the govern- 
ment and all the aforementioned parties during the month of September, 
which was hoped would be the month of the breakthrough, on the verge of a 
harsh new test. The test would come in the form of an upheaval that some 
people fear and others declare that its first stirrings are evident. 


Sarkis's Complaint 


All this is happening only 1 or 2 months before the previously scheduled 
Arab Summit conference convenes the end of next November in al-Rabat. An 
agreement had been reached in principal to hold that meeting 1 month or 3 
weeks sooner four the sake of Lebanon and its question. 


During this difticult period, not only in the life of the Lebanese crisis, 
but also tor the mission of the Arab Follow-Up Committee, a judgment will 
be made on the failure or success of the hoped for Arab solution to this 
crisis, if Lebanon, the plaintiff in this case, can endure more than it 
has already endured. 


President Sarkis unequivocally stated during the luncheon that he hosted 
last Sunday to honor the French minister that Lebanon can no longer endure 
the torture, the suffering and the destruction that are the result of the 
continued crisis and the attempts that are being made to prolong that 
crisis. This means that the goverament may have something up its sleeve. 
This may be the last hand Lebanon will play at the Arab Summit table if 
the mission of the Follow-Up Committee turns out to be an impossible 
mission. 


8592 
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TUNISIA 


LABOR UNION CADRES' MEETING REVIEWED 
Tunis AL-SHA'B in Arabic 11 Sep 81 pp 2-6 


[Article: Speech by Taieb B8accouche to UGTT Cadres in Tunis on 7 September, and 
Review of Ensuing Discussion] 


[Text] Taieb Baccouche: "We Bear No Responsibility for the 
Application of Options Which We Have Not Participated in 
Establishing As a Responsible Party." 


The Cadres: "Participation by the UGTT [Tunisian General 
Federation of Labor] in the Upcoming Legislative Elections 
Is Conditional Upon the Provision of All Democratic Guaran- 
tees," 


Last Monday the labor market witnessed an important event, which was the holding of 
the first meeting of the labor union cadres in the Governorate of Tunis since the 
Qafsah conference. The meeting lasted a whole day--going on uninterrupted from 10 
am till 10 pm. The meeting hall was filled with about 3,000 labor union cadres who 
had come in response to an appeal made by the Executive Bureau of the UGTT to dis- 
cuss the main labor union and social issues as well as political events which are 
of concern to the union members at this critical time. The meeting was also in- 
tended to be the culmination of labor union consultations which had taken place 

and which had included the various provinces. The discussions were quite often 
characterized by an enthusiastic spirit. Nevertheless, they were carried on ina 
democratic atmosphere in spite of some high-strung emotional feeling which resulted 
from [participants'] sensing the seriousness of the topics which had been included 
in the agenda. The most important of these topics was the position to be taken 
with regard to the upcoming legislative elections as well as the position to be 
taken with regard to other issues such as the elimination of the emergency measures, 
the ascalation of prices, and the tension in professional and social relations in 
some governorates and establishments. 


The meeting was conducted by Taieb Baccouche, the secretary general of the UGTT, who 
was assisted by Sadok Besbes, member of the Executive Bureau of the UGTT and the 
secretary general of the UGTT's branch in the Governorate of Tmis. He delivered a 
lengthy speech to those who attended the meeting, and the speech contained a compre- 
hensive assessment of the current labor union situation and political situation. 
Here is the text of the speech: 
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[Text of speech] My fellow labor union cadres. 


This meeting is the culmination of a series of meetings which the Executive Bureau 
of the UGTT decided to hold in the various governorates of the country in order to 
sound out the opinions of the labor union's rank-and-file members within the scope 
of assessing the work done by the labor union since the Qafsah conference and con- 
ducting consultations concerming the most important issues and problems which have 
been brought up. We did this in order to gain a comprehensive and accurate idea 

of these issues which one could describe as being crucial in view of the repercus- 
sions which they will have on the future of labor union activity and the various 
social and political forces in the country--with the most important issue being that 
of the upcoming legislative elections. 


Since the Qafsah conference, the Executive Bureau of the UGTT has eagerly been 
studying the matters which have been brought to its attention. These matters have 
been of three types. The first type consists of matters which deal with old 
problems which have been accumulating. The second group of problems goes back to 
the period of the National Union Committee and is a result of positions taken by 
some of the employers [then]. The purpose of these positions taken was to obstruct 
labor union activity before it could be concluded at a national conference. The 
third group of matters deals with future problems. 


It happened by chance that the most important issues and matters concerning the 
UGTT have become lumped together and have made it necessary to deal with all of 

them at the same time because dealing with them can no longer be delayed. One of 
these issues requires that a solution be reached before the end of November, at 

the very latest, so that the labor union's plan can be clear-cut. This requires the 
uniting of all efforts and unity in the ranks of the labor union, and this is what 
is making this period of time a very difficult one. 


Right after the Qafsah conference we began to look into the problems which had been 
accumulating. We found that numerous matters, which had been agreed upon during 
1976 and 1977, had been shelved and suspended. Such matters are, for example, the 
joint contracts, basic statutes, and demands stipulated in the minutes of the 
meetings. Since the events of 26 January [date of general strike of UGTT] all the 
demands have been shelved and all the agreements have been suspended. It is only 
natural that, after the conference, these demands would emerge again and that the 
dust would be brushed off of them. You know very well that it is difficult to 
respond to all demands at the same time. As far as the government is concermed, it 
considers that it has put forth a lot of effort through its modifications in wages 
which it decided upon last April. It feels this way particularly because these 
wage increases are not subject to taxation and because they are larger than pre- 
vious wage increases. For this reason, we have encountered difficulties in achiev- 
ing many of our demands in view of the fact that the wage increases which have taken 
place are relatively respectable ones. 


But when we bring up this wage increase within the framework of legitimate rights 
for the workers, it is of little benefit. However, we consider that we have 
attained as much as is possible, in view of the circumstances, in order that we not 
once again become victims of the wage-price spiral which has such a negative effect 
on the purchasing power of the workers. We have, in particular, felt the negative 
effects of this wage-price spiral during the last 10 months in view of the fact 
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that the rise in prices, in the final analysis, has been cancelling out [the benefit 
of] scheduled wage increases. 


Therefore we have served notice to the government that we do not intend to once 
again enter this wage-price spiral, and we have demanded that real pressure be 
applied to keep prices down while awaiting a modification of the social options. 


We do not deny that the government has expended effort ‘in this regard for which we 
are grateful, especially during the month of Ramadan. But [achievement of] stabil- 
ization of prices requires the revision of many of the options. We hope to be able 
to achieve considerable progress in this regard in view of the preparation of the 
new plan, even though the preparation of this plan took place in a purely technical 
and bureaucratic manner and did not take place on the basis of consulting the broad 
masses of people. It has been preliminary and preparatory work, and its results 
have not yet been officially communicated to the UGTT. As soon as we are contacted 
concerning this, we will form technical committees, supported by labor union 
committees, in order to study and assess these options. Our criterion is how much 
these options will benefit the workers and laboring masses. We bear no responsi- 
bility for the application of options which we did not participate in [establishing]. 
We will not be responsible for anything unless we actually participate in fixing 

and outlining it as a responsible party rather than as a party which is merely asked 
to give its approval to it. Everything that we express our reservations about is 
not obligatory for us. It is the person who puts it into practice who is responsible 
for the consequences thereof. Also, our participation in the assessment of these 
options requires a great degree of readiness on our part in terms of our capabilities 
and requires serious preparation. If I am harping on this aspect, it is because our 
other demands could fall by the wayside if they are not included within the framework 
of the plan. For example, if the option turns out to be a capitalistic one, then it 
will not be possible to distribute wealth and resources in a just manner, and our 
demands will become tantamount to asking for the impossible. Thus it is our duty 

to show the parties concerned that it is necessary to pursue a socialist option in 
which national capital would play a positive role. This would reduce the influence 
of the subservient exploitative capitalism of foreign capital which only engages in 
opportunistic activity in order to accumulate profits. If we put all matters in 

this context and framework, all other aspects become secondary. Negotiations con- 
cerning our demands will no longer be a process of “buying and selling." This 

option is based on a total concept of distribution of wealth and production, in a 
just manner, to all groups--especially the workers. Ail action which results in 
benefiting the workers has [beneficial] effects for all the other categories of 
society. 


It Is Necessary to Restore the Standing of the Fundamental Labor Unions 


Let me point out an example of the problems which we have run up against during 
recent months. It is the problem concerning the National Transportation Co. The 
articles of association of this company have remained fixed since 1977. During 
recert years official circles have not been keeping track of the problem. During 
the last few weeks the minor offi ‘als of the National Transportation Co. have been 
on strike in protest of administrative delays. The strike took place in an atmos- 
phere of quiet and self-discipline, and no excesses occurred. This has been of 
great benefit to the work done by labor unions. The lesson which we should draw 
from this strike is the fact that whenever there is firm cooperation between a 
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fundamental general labor union and the UGTT, all of our work and efforts will be 
crowned with success. But chaotic and spontaneous action will only have negative 
repercussions on labor union activity. Sudden strikes are a bad habit, will entail 
dire consequences for the workers, and their results can only be negative because 
they present the opportunity to fire workers. 


The nroblem, then, is one of cooperation between the various organizations which 
engage in labor union activity. During recent months we have noticed that this 
cooperation is not as good as it should be and is not solid. Sometimes we have 
noticed conflicts in the positions taken by some labor union organizations. These 
are serious matters, and I would like to take this opportunity to draw your atten- 
tion to them because they are negative phenomena which are detrimental to the 
creditibility of the UGTT. We must create harmony and integration between the 
various labor union organizations. The UGTT's constitution and bylaws are very 
clear in this regard. We are eager to give support to the fundamental labor 

unions since we consider them to be the backbone of the UGTI and the solid founda- 
tion of our labor union activity. Frankly speaking, we have not sufficiently 
appreciated these fundamental labor union organizations and generally we have 
considered them to be merely tools of communication. It would be more wholesome 

if these organizations would perform their real task, embark upon the creation of 
solutions to existing problems, sound out their rank-and-file workers, hold periodic 
meetings, and shed themselves of the tendency to rely on the organizational struc- 
tures which are above them. In this way we would be able to restore standing to 
the fundamental labor unions and have them become a responsible party in all 
negotiations because, at the present time, the employers are ignoring all inter- 
mediate channels and want only to get in touch directly with the members of the 
Executive Bureau or the secretary general. Some employers have quite often con- 
tacted me personally concerning matters [relating to the fundamental labor unions], 
but what I did was to ask them to negotiate with the fundamental labor unions. We 
imposed this as a condition on the administrative board of the Rafahah [Luxury] 

Co. which refuses to recognize its labor union. This is a basic matter. The funda- 
mental labor unions must shoulder their responsibilities, must hold periodic 
meetings in the places where their workers work, and they must impose upon all the 
employers [the fact that these meetings are a normal activity]. This requires 

that all of the establishments set aside places for these meetings, and this is one 
of their social obligations. For this reason, we must strive to change these bad 
traditions and methods, expand the activities of the fundamental labor unions, and 
induce them to impose the holding of dialogues on the opposing party. I believe 
that, in this manner, we can solve most of the problems, stimulate labor union 
activity, put an end to the maneuvers being carried on by some employers, and 
thwart their efforts to buy off the allegiance of some of the workers and labor 
union members by means of tempting them through all sorts of inducements. This 
requires a great sense of labor union responsibility. Whoever is a good target for 
such temptations and inducements does not, in our opinion, deserve a position of 
labor union responsibility. 


The Social Security Fund Is Not Doing Its Duty in the Best Possible Manner 
In addition to this there is the problem of arbitrary firing. During the period 
of the National Union Committee we noticed a considerable increase in instances 


of firing workers. It was clear that this was a political position which had been 
taken by some employers in order to destroy the process of building up the UCTT. 
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They used the preparation of the national conference as an excuse to deal a blow to 
the workers and labor union members. This served as proof of their shortsighted- 
ness and concern solely with their own narrow interests. At that time, limited 
means were available to resist these actions because the efforts of all of the 
labor union members were directed toward firmly establishing the foundations of the 
UGTT. 


After the conference it was no longer possible to accept actions such as these. 
However, the reality of the situation forces us to take into consideration some of 
the inveterate mentalities and deeply-rooted traditions. For this reason, since 
the beginning we have committed ourselves to the holding of a dialogue and have 
taken the initiative to hold meetings with the leaders of the Federation of Industry 
and Commerce, and we have informed them of our desire to pursue a policv of con- 
ducting dialogues. But we have not yet achieved any positive results. We do not 
bear any responsibility for this because we have put forth a great deal of effort. 
This is something which public opinion knows all about. After the conference, some 
employers agreed, like the owner of a brick factory in Teramdine to rehire workers 
that had been fired. But other employers continued to be stubborn and to resist 
the efforts of the labor union members because labor union activity is a democratic 
form of activity which serves to create democratic movements in the country. Also, 
some politicans put up resistance to labor union activity because it is in the 
nature of this activity to create a democratic atmosphere which affects all sectors 
of the population. 





It should be noted that in the public sector the Rafahah Co. remains almost the 

only company which has not overcome the vestiges of the events of 26 January. We 

are not concerned with persons, do not want to interfere with their appointment, 

nor are we interested in their names. What we are concerned with is whether or not 
the head of the company respects the rights of the labor union. It is on this basis 
that we are asking the authorities to intervene and shoulder their responsibilities. 
The reason for this is that there is nobody who is above the law. We are determined 
that the freedoms of the labor unions should be respected in all of the establish- 
ments, including the Rafahah Co. 


In the private sector our means of pressure, from the legal standpoint, are limited. 
This raises an important question. Many pieces of legislation have been passed 

for the benefit of the employers rather than for the benefit of the workers, and it 
is our duty to demand that they be changed. For example, when a factory burns down 
the employer's capital is insured whereas the fate of the workers is uncertain and 
is not guaranteed. This is what happened in the case of the (Filas) Co. in Safaqis. 
Workers should be protected from disasters of this sort. For this reason, we have 
demanded that the government have the National Social Security Fund give aid to 
workers when emergencies such as this occur, particularly because this fund has been 
accumulating dozens of billions [of Tunisian dinars] and is not doing its social duty 
in the best possible manner. It is our duty to have the UGTT concentrate on chang- 
ing the social legislation and insurance and to have this apply to all sectors [of 
the population]. 


We also demand that a stop be put to the exploitation of temporary workers. Many 
employers fire workers after they have finished their probationary period, then 
they rehire them, and so on and so forth. This is a disgraceful and exploitative 
type of action, and it is shameful. 
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We must also change the types of social insurance and have them keep in step with 
the economic life [of the country]. There is a contradiction hetween the situation 
which exists and the social legislation which we have. This is something which 
urgently needs to be done. Initial negotiations have already begun in matters of 
this type such as, for example, revision of the laws concerning arbitrary firing, 
so that employers will be forced to definitely give up this approach. 


In the textile sector in particular, especially in the April 1972 sector, we 
tangibly felt that some owners of export establishments were provoking workers and 
inducing them to go on strike in order that they would find an excuse to shut down 
their establishments when they felt like doing so. For this reason workers need to 
be alert, cautious, and wary concerning such things. For example, the workers in the 
(Sika) establishment in Safaqis did not leave the factory even though work had been 
stopped there. They stationed themselves in the factory and did not go on strike 
because unorganized strikes weaken the UGTT and cause the labor union organizations 
to lose their credibility and effectiveness. 


We Will Utilize All Means to Protect the UGTT's Finances 


One other means of supporting labor union activity and change in legislation is 
what is called full-time union work. This is something which has both its 

positive and negative features. One of its dangers is that a union official be- 
comes far removed from workers and from labor in general. His union work begins 

to be more and more like a profession and a job and becomes bureaucratic. For this 
reason it is necessary to have rotation of full-time union work [among union 
members]. 


One of the repercussions of the events of 26 January has been that the government 
has come to consider labor union activity as a sideline activity, in each individual 
establishment, and is using a false interpretation of the law. This paralyzes 

labor union activity. We have called the government's attention to the fact that 
full-time labor union work is a duty to society, is an inalienable part of the 
freedom to engage in labor union activity, and is not a sideline activity. We met 
with understanding in this regard. The problem continues to exist in the private 
sector because some employers consider it to be a "privilege." This matter Should 
be dealt with by legislation. We could find some compromise formulas while we are 
waiting for the passage of new legislation which will support labor union activity. 


In addition to this, there is an urgent principal problem--which is that of revising 
the basic statutes and joint contracts which were formulated spontaneously and in a 
hurry. The time has come to mobilize and develop all of our labor union capacities 
in order to keep pace with the new situation. We demand, starting now and till the 
end of the year, a review of all of these laws, including the Public Service Law, 

in order to put an end to the disorganization which exists among [workers in] the 
Same categories, This ia a job which will require large-scale labor union con- 
sultations. We have noticed that this activity is not making any progress in some 
sectors. Right now this activity is going on within the scope of committees. All 
labor union members should be mobilized to engage in this activity, and we should 
give it our utmost priority. In doing this, we could draw upon the assistance of 
specialists and experts. However, this would require large material resources 
[which we do not have]. But one thing which we have noticed is the deterioration of 
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the UGTT's financial situation. Money is also a mainstay of iabor union activity, 
and right now we are not receiving labor union dues, which are deducted by their 
establishments, from more than half of our labor union members. Because of this we 
are in need of a large administrative department in order to keep track of the 
UGTT's finances. It impels us to take decisive measures so that the workers’ 
money is not wasted. This is something which depends not only on administrative 
action. It is also something which depends on the labor union members being ready 
to pursue this matter and to struggle in order to win this battle. We will not 
hesitate to utilize all legal means to protect the UGTT's finances. There are some 
employers who are striving to fleece the workers out of their money. This is a 
basic issue which requires the mobilization of all of our union members so that, 

in the coming months, we will be able to keep close track of things. 1 would like 
to take this opportunity to call upon all of the labor unions to keep in step with 
this activity and supervise it in order not to pile more responsibility on the 
shoulders of the UGTT's administration. This is an activity which is part of our 
general struggle, and not merely an administrative activity. Every labor union 
should follow up on this matter every month. If negligence is committed by some 
employers, then we should be ready to confront them with all possible legal means 
until their mentalities change. And our union cadres, above all, should set an 
example in the realm of zeal to protect the UGTT's finances. 


In addition to these types of pressing matters, there is the matter concerning the 
UGTT headquarters building. More than half of our labor union activity is paralyzed 
nowadays because of the cramped offices and rooms there, and some of the members of 
the Executive Bureau do not even have their own offices. Since our labor union 
activity has expanded and since we engage in more different kinds of activity, the 
UGTT headquarters building is now much too small. The Governorate of Tunis alone 
accounts for a third of our labor union activity. Many of the [labor] associations 
do not have branches in the capital city of Tunis. At the same time, such branches 
are necessary for them to keep up with union activities and for distributing res- 
ponsibilities. Also, the [labor] associations in the Governorate of Tunis operate 
in place of the fundamental labor unions. This tends to stifle democratic labor 
union activity in the basic sense of the word. 


For this reason, we need to choose a new headquarters for the UGTT as soon as pos- 
sible in order to stimulate labor union activity in Tunis and so that the other 
labor union organizations can perform the great role to which they have committed 
themselves. All of you know about the plan to build the new UGTT headquarters 
building which has existed since 1977. Let me reassure you about the money that 
was collected for this purpose. It is necessary to increase this amount of money. 
This will be done in two ways--new membership dues and social projects which the 
UGTT is undertaking. But, to be honest, all of the organizations belonging to the 
UGTT are complaining about a serious deficit. For this reason, it has become urgent 
to separate between the labor union activity and technical administration of these 
organizations. It is not reasonable to have the secretary general of the UGTT be 
transformed into a general manager who would run these organizations. It is neces- 
Sary to improve the operation and means of administration [of these organizations] 
and to eliminate all shortcomings because all of us are collectively responsible 
for the finances of the UGTT. The labor union cadres should have full information 
about everything that concerns the UGTT. This is something which everybody knows. 

















In addition to this, the social projects should benefit the workers. Also, the 
UGTT organizations are called upon to serve as a model for socialist organizations 
and to set an example in this regard. These examples demonstrate the fact that our 
work is very difficult and demands a uniting of everyone's efforts. All of the 
labor union cadres should work together in order to solve [our problems] for the 
benefit of the UGTT and all of the workers. For this reason, we have decided to 
present a financial report at every meeting of the administrative board so that the 
cadres will be well-informed concerning this matter. 


We have also decided to create a labor union solidarity fund, the purpose of which 
will be to take care of labor union members who are victims of job accidents as 
well as their children and widows. The reason we are doing this is that solidarity 
is the foremost part of labor union activity and it is something which is achieved 
not by means of sending telegrams or making speeches--it is achieved through actual 
deeds, At this juncture I would like to draw your attention to the danger of some 
chaotic forms of solidarity such as collecting money by means of illegal [lottery] 
tickets and papers. We must make sure that such an operation is organized through 
a properly-run solidarity fund. 


The Main Consideration Is to Have Unity in the Union Ranks and Independence for the 
UGTT 


There is another subject which has been brought up at the present time, and we would 
like to know how our cadres feel about it. It is the subject of the upcoming legis- 
lative elections. The problem is an important one in view of the gerat effect which 
it will have on determining the type of labor union activities [which we will be 
able to pursue]. For this reason, we should deal with this matter very seriously. 
In recent years there has been no problem because union members have been nominated 
in the party slates of candidates. But today the situation has changed. At the 
Qafsah conference the independence of the UGTT was established. This independence 
is not a hollow slogan. There is very definitely something to it. On the other 
hand, the situation in general in the country is characterized by the establishment 
of political pluralism and allowing several [political] trends to participate in 

the election process. This is a new situation, and it demands that we take a clear 
position. In this regard, a lot of heavy pressure has been put on the UGTT. The 
Destourian Socialist Party [PSD] wants to renew the national front with the UGTT, 
even if [it is necessary to do so] in ways compatible with the new situation. There 
are also other trends which aim at splitting up the UGTT. We believe that every 
country has its own characteristics and its own situation. For this reason, we, as 
labor union members and patriotic citizens, must be acquainted with our special 
situation so that the solutions which we offer are compatible with it. In this 
regard, I would like to point out that although the UGTT encourages political 
pluralism, labor union pluralism is a harmful thing. Political pluralism is an 
element of support for democracy in the country because a single [ruling] party, 
even if it is a workers’ party, attempts to monopolize all areas [in the life of 

the country], including the labor unions. The best proof of this is what is now 
going on in Poland. 


We believe that a multi-party system supports the democratic process. But any person 
who calls for a multi-labor-union system is committing a serious mistake. The 
reason for this is that labor union traditions and the history of the struggle of 
the labor union movement in Tunisia go back more than half a century and they are 
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deeply-rooted in our country. These roots are well anchored in the memory of the 
Tunisian people. The first attempts were made by Muhammad ‘Ali who formed an 
independent national labor organization. These historical characteristics make it 
unnecessary to have a multi-labor-union system. In the past we have implicitly 
accepted the situation of having the labor unions be appendages and subordinate 

[to other groups]. In other words, they were a force which maneuvered in favor of 
this or that party. But this is at variance with the independence and democracy of 
labor union activity. Even if a labor union forms a political party, it would 

have to fremain independent of it structurally so that it would not be transformed 
into being a mere tool of communication. This is because parties change their 
policies under various circumstances and change their options according to new con- 
ditions and situations. So it is not reasonable to have a labor union be subordin- 
ate to the options of such parties. We know very well that the country's constitu- 
tion does not prohibit a multi-labor-union system. Furthermore, we are not demanding 
that the authorities prohibit such a multi-labor-union system, nor do we oppose 

the formation of other labor unions. But we are calling upon our labor union men- 
bers to appreciate the seriousness of this matter. Whoever wants to form a labor 
union is free to do so on the condition that he not interfere in the affairs of the 
UGTT. As for the fictitious and poisonous news printed by some newspapers, this 

is something which we must be increasingly wary of so that we can show the foolish- 
ness of the dreams of all greedy people. The UGTT is an umbrella for all trends 
and this is something which we are proud of because the existence of many different 
opinions is something which enriches a dialogue. We do not stifle any opinion, no 


matter how small a minority of people it represents. It is our duty to develop the 
traditions of a sound dialogue and to cast off all methods of coercion and 
domination which tend to create personal resentments and increase enmity within our 
ranks. Real democracy is the thing which will guarantee the unity of the UCTT. 


This requires that we obey majority opinion in order to set an example of democratic 
action and of how to conduct a sound and organized dialogue. I am more or less 
convinced that all of the relaxation of tensions and democratization and liberali- 
zation which has occurred in the country is the result of the struggle which has 
been waged by the workers and the labor union members. In view of this, it is 
impossible for the UGTT not to be concerned with the matter of the legislative 
elections, especially since it has become customary for the UGTT to participate 

in all of the legislative sessions. In addition to this, all social legislation 
passes through the Chamber of Deputies. There exist numerous opinions concerning 
this matter, and we should explain their positive and negative merits. Some of 

our members are in favor of not participating because they want to stay far removed 
from the centers of power. Others feel that participation is necessary. The 
opinions in this regard vary and are of different sorts, and one could summarize 
them in at least four points: 


1. Participation in the elections through independent slates of labor union 
candidates. This means that we would be acting as a political party and would be 
competing with all the other parties including the PSD. The questionis, does this 
approach serve the cause of the UGTT, particularly in view of the fact that this 
option lays the foundation for building a labor party? 


2. Some of our members consider that the PSD has the greatest possibilities for 
success. Consequently they suggest participating with this party in the elections 
after having agreed upon a negotiated platform and upon a certain number of seats 
[to be given to members of the UGTT after the elections]. 
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3. Others suggest solutions which represent compromises between the first and 
second formulas presented above. 


4, Still others demand that there be freedom of nomination. That is, they demand 
that any union member be able to be nominated as a candidate in the slate of can- 
didates which he chooses. 





These are the opinions which are preoccupying a great many labor union people. The 
choice is a difficult one, and it requires a thorough analysis of the positive and 
negative aspects of each of the above-mentioned formulas. In choosing our option, 
our criterion will be that of maintaining unity of ranks among our labor union mem- 
bers and maintaining the UGTT's independence. Whatever option we choose, these two 
conditions must be adhered to. Any solution which does not conform to these prin- 
ciples will be harmful to the UGTT. Making this choice will require a great deal 
of thought, responsibility, and seriousness. We hope to be able to crystallize all 
of the opinions by means of discussion so that we can arrive at a view which has 
the confidence of the majority. We had hoped that a decision in this regard would 
be taken by the National Council. However, in view of the fact that we have so 
little time, the future administrative board will take up the study of the matter, 
especially due to the fact that the National Council will first look into the 
matter of revising the UGTT's constitution. All the labor union organizations are 
asked to send in all of their suggestions with regard to this revision so that the 
suggestions can be sifted through and summarized in the near future. 


Normalization of Relations Between the UGTT and All the International Organizations 


Another matter which was brought to the attention of the UGTT after the Qafsah 
conference was that of restoring the good standing of the labor union organization 
among international circles after it had lost this good standing, in disgraceful 
fashion, during the course of 3 years. This good standing was definitely and 
completely restored after we attended the last session of the International Labor 
Organization in Geneva, and after we normalized relations with all of the regional 
and international organizations, especially the CISA, OUSA, and GISL. The UGTT 
also officially attended the meeting of the Executive Bureau of the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions which was recently held in Copenhagen. In short, 
we can assure you that the UGTT's relations with all organizations have definitely 
been normalized. 


We Will Continue Our Struggle Until Habib Achour Regains All of His Rights 


At the Qafsah conference we committed ourselves to working toward having Habib 
Achour regain all of his rights. I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize 
once again that there are parties who wish to cast suspicion on the UGTT and who 
have the intention of circulating false information for the purpose of dividing the 
ranks of our labor union members. But these maneuvers do not bother us. We are 
determined to carry out what we have committed ourselves to, and we have started 
doing this from the very first day after the conference, in spite of all of the 
difficulties which we have had. This is a duty which is imposed upon us by our 
principles and morals as labor union members. We have chosen to follow the path of 
argument and persuasion, and we have succeeded in eliminating a good part of the 
restrictions which Habib Achour was being subjected to, and we consider this to be 
an important step taken. We will continve our struggle through the use of persuasion 
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and all other means until Habib Achour finally regains ali of his rights and until 
emergency measures no longer apply to him. Events and actions are the best way to 
refute all attempts to cast suspicion and to sow disunity. Some parties have no 
interest in having important steps in this regard be taken. It is no accident that 
tensions and "storms" occur whenever we achieve a positive step in this regard. 
However, these attempts to cast suspicion on us are not weakening our determination 
as labor union members because we have been used to this since the time of the 
National Union Committee. Ail such attempts have failed because we have all been 
careful to maintain unity in our ranks. For this reason, I am convinced that as 
long as there is a certain amount of trust and credibility among us, and as long as 
we are united, we will achieve all of our objectives, will thwart all provocations 
against us and challenge to us, and will show the foolishness of the dreams of all 
people who would lie in wait to ambush us. The UGTT will firmly continue along its 
path. 


[End of speech] 
The Major Concerns of the Labor Union Cadres at the Present Time 


Right after Taieb Baccouche's speech, the labor union cadres who were present were 
invited to take part in a discussion period. Dozens of labor union members took 
the floor and their remarks continued, without interruption, till 10 pm. They 
came up with numerous opinions and suggestions, and they offered a variety of 
interpretations and explanations. It was truly a democratic dialogue and rich 
discussion which brought out the numerous fundamental concerns and topics which 
preoccupy our labor union members during the current phase which the UCTT and the 
country are going through. 


In view of the many subjects, and ramifications thereof, which were brought up 
during the discussion, and in an effort to summarize the most prominent basic 
topics which were brought up and to crystallize them in the form of distinctive 
elements and points, we will deal with them one by one, 


Position With Regard to the Legislative Elections 


Once again the labor union cadres are embarking upon an examination of the subject 
of the upcoming legislative elections. The first time this happened was during a 
meeting of the administrative board of the UGTT during the latter part of last June. 
But with the approach of the date of these elections and the necessity to take a 
definitive position with regard to them, as soon as possible, the labor union dis- 
cussions this time took on a nature which was characterized by enthusiasm and great 
concern and they felt impelled to think more deeply about this sensitive topic and 
to reflect upon it more closely in spite of the short amount of time available to do 
do this. 


All of those participating in the discussions dealt with this subject in detail 

and they had numerous remarks and expressed various opinions concerning it. Their 
remarks were very valuable and enabled all of those present to acquire a comprehen- 
sive idea concerning all of the possibilities brought up by this issue as well as 
the numerous formulas which it suggests, and those present were also given the op- 
portunity to assess the positive and negative aspects of each suggestion. The 
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discussion participants expressed their delight concerning this initiative con- 
sisting of sounding out the opinions of the mass of labor union cadres, who repre- 
sent the rank-and-file workers, and consulting them before making a decision so 
that the position taken will represent the labor union, will be based on the 
opinions of the rank-and-file, and will have everyone's confidence. 


As we have said, the opinions varied, but all of the remarks heard were based on a 
single premise--that of being sure to maintain the UGTT's independence and uni*y 
in the ranks of the labor union members. All of those participating in the dis- 
cussion agreed that this political event will constitute an occasion to test the 
degree of belief which the labor union members have in the independence of their 
Organization. They also agreed that it will be a test of their eagerness to defend 
it and their ability to face this event as a united front, to achieve a joint 
approach and united collective viewpoint, and to overcome all circumstantial con- 
siderations and differences in opinions so that the UCGTT can emerge as a strongly 
united organization in spite of the challenges [mounted against it] and the pres- 
sure of events. 


The discussion participants also emphasized that independence of the UGTT and the 
unity in ranks of the labor union members are two prior conditions which must 
exist before embarking upon any action. They said that any decision must be an 
extension of these two conditions. They said that no position should be taken 
which would tend to be in conflict with these two basic principles--in order that 
the UGTT'’s equilibrium not be impaired and in order that its organizations and 
structures not develop cracks and flaws. They made it clear that the Qafsah con- 
ference and latest crisis, which the labor union movement has experienced, have 
established, once and for all, the independence of the labor organization from 
the ruling party and from all other political parties and movements which exist in 
the country. They also said that these events have consolidated the distinctive 
identity and personality of the organization and have defined for it its firm 
foundations and supports which are based on freedom of action for labor unions, 
freedom to make decisions, and the freedom to oppose all attempts to dominate 
[them and their organization]. 





Using as a premise these principles which constitute a charter which obligates 
all of the union members, the discussion participants attempted to deal with the 
matter of the legislative elections. They mentioned the UGTT's participation in 
these elections during previous legislative sessions as a result of historical 
circumstances which the country had experienced, They pointed out that the situa- 
tion has changed today after the emergence of new given factors in the arena [of 
the country's life]. The main such given factors have been the broadening of the 
terrain where the labor union movement is active, a steady increase of its 
effectiveness, and support for the independence of the organization vis-a-vis all 
of the existing political forces, including the PSD. Those participating in the 
discussion stated that the recent crisis which the country has gone through has 
created a distance between the UGTT and the ruling party as well as a difference 
in some of their views and a crisis of confidence, which can neither be eradicated 
nor can their importance be diminished. They emphasized that this tense relation- 
ship between the two parties is what has made it both necessary and inevitable 

to revise past policies. They said that it is not reasonable to have a continuation 
of the policy of mutual agreements and alliance between them as long as there are 
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great differences in some of their points of view, especially in the social and 
economic realm. In this regard, those present made it clear that there exists no 
spontaneous relationship between the UGTT and the [Destourian Socialist] Party 

and that there exist no commitments to undertake joint action as long as the ruling 
party has not definitely changed its view concerning the labor organization and 
begun to regard it as a responsible independent party and equal partner in a dia- 
logue. They emphasized that the ruling party, in reality, has not retreated from 
its old concept of "national unity." This is the concept which was the cause of 
numerous social crises as a result of the fact that it was exploited by some 
parties and circles for the purpose of deception and misrepresentation. They 
mentioned that the UGTT, as a great social force, has broad-based popular support. 
They said that the UGTT is no longer able to accept these concepts [of how it is 

as an organization], and that it rejects being a part of a type of unity which would 
be at the expense of the workers and deny them their effective role in the country's 
development. In this framework, most of those participating in the discussion 
expressed their apprehensions concerning the pressures which the UGTT is being 
exposed to at this time to get it to participate in election fronts which are 
surrounded by a whole series of concomitant and obscure factors. They emphasized 
their rejection of an approach such as this which does not bear in mind the freedom 
of ‘labor union members to decide their own fate themselves, and they rejected this 
approach which strives to influence them and to harrass them through various 

means. In this context they also emphasized their rejection of participating in 

the upcoming legislative elections as a part of any front, no matter who the other 
parties are that would be participating in it. They stated that it is not possible 
for the UGTT to join in a front with the PSD as long as the situation in the country 
has not cleared up. Here they particularly had in mind the absence of sufficient 
democratic guarantees, in particular the absence of a general ‘egislative amnesty, 
continuation of political trials and arbitrary practices, and the existence of 
unconstitutional laws such as the law concerning associations and the press law. 
They emphasized that the policy of "democratization and liberalization," which the 
government has pursued for a year, is still fragmentary and brittle in spite of the 
fact that some positive steps have been taken, They stated that the instances of 
retreat and the negative steps which the government occasionally decides upon are 
reason for the labor union members to be cautious and make it necessary for them to 
stay alert, direct all of their attention toward consolidating thelr unity, 

develop the independence of their organization, and be concerned with the social 
and professional issues which the workers experience every day. In short, one could 
Say that the majority of the labor union cadres participating in the discussion 
expressed their rejection of the idea of participating in the legislative elections. 
Some of them, however, were in favor of the possibility of the UGTT participating 

in these elections provided that there were a number of conditions which have to 

do with providing all the democratic guarantees [needed] to enter the elections. 
But they emphasized that, even in this case, participation by the UCGTT would have 
to be independent participation by means of special labor union slates of candi- 
dates. They reaffirmed their rejection of any formula which would stick the UGTT 
in "election fronts," no matter what type of fronts they would be and no matter 
which parties would be participating in them. This, on the whole, is the position 
taken by the majority of labor union cadres in the Governorate of Tunis who par- 
ticipated in the discussions dealing with the question of the legislative elections. 
There were other positions taken, but they represented a small minority. These 
positions called for participation in the elections within a "national front" along 
with the PSD, in view of the historical relationship between the two groups. In 
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short, the zeal of the labor union members to maintain the independence of the 

UGTT and unity in its ranks was something which was obvious in all of their remarks. 
This explains their desire to stay apart from ali political battles, circumstantial 
agreements, and involvements which would tend to limit the UCTT's freedom and 
introduce confusion into the ranks of its rank-and-file workers. 


Elimination of Emergency Measures and Unity of Union Ranks 


These are among the most important points which emerged in the discussions taken 
part in by the participants. Most of them touched upon this matter, expressed 
their opinions concerning it in all frankness and clarity, and dealt with it in 
all of its aspects. They emphasized the fact that this issue is one of great 
importance among labor union circles. This is proof of their adherence to the 
basic principles of labor union activity and proof of ‘their desire to oppose all 
attempts to discredit these principles. They considered that the struggle to 
eliminate the emergency measures applying to Habib Achour is a basic struggle in 
principle and not merely a matter of being loyal to a giver person. They ‘said 
that the issue is not so much a personal one as it is one which concerns harming 
the prestige of the UGTT and impairing its independence. They emphasized the fact 
that there is no basis and no justification for keeping Habib Achour out of the 
labor union arena and depriving him of all of his rights--particularly since he and 
all the other labor union people have been declared innocent of involvement in the 
events of 26 January. In this context, they called for elimination of these emer- 
gency measures as soon as possible, and they stated that just because they have 
chosen to be patient and flexible this does not mean that they will wait indefin- 
itely for a solution. They insisted that it is necessary to find a solution to this 
issue within a reasonable length of time. They considered that although they 

have chosen to be flexible and see matters in a realistic spirit, they still reject 
fefforts to] eradicate the issue with the passage of time and shove it aside. They 
demanded that the rank-and-file workers and labor union people continually be in- 
formed concerning the significance of this matter, that the various circumstances 
be explained to them, and that they be allowed to participate in efforts made to 
solve the problem. Many of those participating in the discussions attempted to 
make a detailed analysis of the emergency measures phenomenon. They stated that 
it is one of the vestiges of the events of 26 January--vestiges which still exist. 
They said that they represent a continual and direct threat to the independence 

of the UGTT and that if they continue to exist, they will create a large gap in the 
credibility of those in the labor union and will impair their independence because 
these vestiges are like a sword which is pointed at them all the time. Those par- 
ticipating in the discussions expressed their strong determination to continue the 
struggle to definitely eliminate the restrictions and emergency measures applying 
to Habib Achour so that he will be able to fully regain his union and political 
rights. They considered their struggle to be one of defending the independence of 
the organization and that there is no way that one could misrepresent this 
struggle or diminish its importance. In this regard, thoseeattending the discus- 
sions called upon people to avoid marginal differences concerning this issue as 
long as all the labor union members are equally anxious and enthusiastic to 
struggle to elminate the emergency measures and to complete the work of creating 
conditions for the independence of the organization. They called upon everyone to 
resist all of the rumors and maneuvers being spread about and engaged in by some 
parties who have no interest in seeing a growth in the power of the UGTT and who 
are constantly striving to split up its ranks and sow disunity among its people. 
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They also made an urgent appeal to clear the air among all labor union members and 
avoid making all statements which tend to spoil relations among them. 


Those present called upon the UGTT's secretary general and the members of the 
Executive Bureau to continue engaging in their efforts which are necessary in order 
to solve this problem as soon as possible. They also called upon them to try very 
hard to put into application the draft law concerning eliminating the emergency 
measures, which was produced at the Qafsah conference, so that labor union activity 
is not pushed aside and so that other labor union issues are not neglected. They 
Stated that if the emergency measures continue to be in effect, this will tend to 
halt the progress of the UGTT, create a feeling of lack of confidence among its 
rank-and-file members, and cause the creation of feelings of tension among the ranks 
of the union workers which will not be beneficial to them. In this context, they 
called upon everyone to stay above the level of all of the circumstantial rancor 
and’ make a determined effort to create a solution for this issue, inside the UGTT 
itself, which would enjoy the confidence of all of the union members and which 
everyone would be happy about, in view of the fact that the only solution for this 
dilemma is a solution will be provided by the labor union. 


Those present concluded that the UGTT is threatened when there is no unity in the 
labor union and that such unity is the main consideration. They mentioned that 
their purpose [in saying all of this] is not their concern with individuals but 
rather the consolidation of the organization's independence, preservation of 

its identity, establishment of democratic means of action in the organization, and 
the thwarting of all attempts which aim to dominate and take possession of the 
organization. 


The Independence of the UGTT and Democracy in Union Activity 


Those present emphasized that the principle of the independence of the UGTT is a 
permanent principle from which there is no retreat, that this is a basic and cen- 
tral motto for labor union activity, and that it is not affected by circumstantial 
factors of change. They emphasized the fact that this motto was clearly and 
carefully established by the Oafsah conference, and that this was the focal point 
of the work done by the conference. They revealed the degree of sensitivity on the 
part of the labor union's members today concerning this subject and their com- 
plete refusal to accept any violation of this principle or to make any concessions 
in this regard, no matter how slight they might be, since they feel that this 
independence is the only guarantee for the survival of an organization which will 
be both strong and a source of enlightenment for those in contact with it. They 
said that this is the only fortress which can foil all attempts being made to take 
possession of this labor organization or to establish dominance over it. They 
said this self-defense, which the organization will commit itself to, does not 
apply only to one particular political group, but rather applies to and includes 
all the political groups which exist in the country, no matter what their mottoes 
and objectives are. In this connection, those participating in the discussion 
warned of the danger of splits and divisions which might creep into the organiza- 
tion by virtue of some of the actions taken by narrow factions. They said that 
they consider that the union should be open to all types of ideas and opinions. 
They also mentioned that the union members alone are the ones who are responsible 
for the independence of their organization, and that it is up to them to vigilantly 
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watch over its development and to firmly establish its significance. They said 

that this will not take place unless they furnish the conditions for the possibility 
and continuation of this independence. They said that the ingredients of this are 
unity in union ranks, the creation of an atmosphere of democracy in the UGTT 
organizations, and the firm establishment among them of the approach of conducting 
honest dialogues and waging conflicts above-board. Those present noted with delight 
the degree of awareness on the part of the union members of the importance of this 
principle, and they were delighted at the degree to which they are able to over- 
come their disputes easily and in a healthy manner. They also declared that it is 
necessary to strive to finish creating the conditions necessary for the organiza- 
tion to enjoy its independence. They said that this will not happen unless there 

is the creation of harmony and integration among the various organizations, support 
for the role played by the rank-and-file unions, and rejection of all bureaucratic 
practices. In this realm, they demanded that there be more general meetings and 
that they be periodical and include consultations with the rank-and-file concerning 
all issues in order to firmly anchor the permanent tradition of conducting 
dialogues between the various union organizations. They also stressed the urgency 
of supporting methods of democratic action, having the cadres always and continuous- 
ly participate in the making of all decisions, and not having [all of this] re- 
stricted merely to a few occasions. They stated that the establishment of evolving 
democratic life inside the union is the only condition which can guarantee unity 

in the union, development of the UCTT's internal front, and the establishment of 

the foundations of collective action which can guarantee the UGTT's immunity against 
all maneuvers [by hostile parties]. 


The General Situation in the Country and Public Freedoms 


Concerning this subject, those present expressed their preoccupation with the 
recent events which the country has experienced--especially the trial of a large 
number of the members of the "Islamic Tendency Movement." They mentioned that 

this trial reminds them of the series of political trials which occurred in past 
years and said that this is in conflict with statements made by the government 
which call for the establishment of democratic life in the country and the pursuit 
of a policy of "democratization and liberalization."’ They asserted that this trial 
is being held in order to suppress political activity and to prevent it from exer- 
cising its right to exist and its right to free expression. They said that this 

is a despotic measure which is at variance with the country's constitution, con- 
flicts with what democratic life in the country demands in terms of recognition of 
all political trends, without exception, and keeps these political trends from being 
able to exercise all of their rights, They said that they consider this trial and 
the verdicts which were passed against those accused to be proof of the fragility 
of the policy of democratization and liberalization which the government is pur- 
suing, and they said that this is cause for doubt concerning the government's 
credibility. 


In this connection, those present made an appeal for the continuation of the 
struggle being waged to achieve a profound democratic transformation from which 
there would be no retreat. They said that this would only take place by clearing 
up the political climate and making a definite break with all arbitrary practices, 
rejecting all courses of action which are not in keeping with the spirit of the new 
times, and eliminating all legislation which is at variance with the constitution 
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of the country--especially the law concerning associations and the press law. 
They also emphasized that only the passing of a general legislative amnesty law 
would guarantee the creation of an atmosphere of trust, dispel all suspicion, 
clear up the general atmosphere, and put people's minds to rest. They mentioned 
that the special legislative amnesty which will soon become a law is only a par- 
tial measure which does not respond to what is required by the times in terms of 
boldness and decisiveness in the taking of the necessary political decisions. 
They also demanded legal recognition of all political movements--dispensing with 
all procrastinations and underhanded dealings—in addition to lifting the ban from 
all newspapers which were shut down and respecting freedom of the press. They 
emphasized the fact that, unless these guarantees are achieved, the policy of 
"democratization and liberalization" will remain a formality, will be very limited, 
and will always be threatened by the possi’ ility of suffering a reverse. They 
warmed of the danger of this policy veing sed merely as a cover or as a temporary 
breathing spell to enable the government co then continue pursuing a capitalistic 
social and economic policy which would not be in keeping with the interests of the 
workers and all other sectors of the population. They considered that the policy 
of deception and misrepresentation is a useless one, and that it tends to pre- 
serve the causitive factors of social instability and impel the country toward 
more crises. They said that the only guarantee of the country to be immune [from 
such crises] and for the success of the democratic experiment is for everyone to 
embark upon overcoming all of the vestiges of previous crises, to eliminate the 
effects of these vestiges, and to have all social and political forces in all of the 
realms of the country's general life participate on an equal basis, without any 
injustices being committed. 


Revision of Joint Contracts and Basic Statutes 


This is a basic point which was brought up in the remarks of nearly all of those who 
took part in the discussion. They emphasized the necessity of having the revision 
be comprehensive and profound in order that it keep pace with our system of 
economic life which is continually expanding and in order that it respond to our 
modern needs. They demanded that all of the unions and organizations within the 
UGTT, on all levels, participate in the negotiations which are being conducted with 
the other social groups. They emphasized that the deadlines for formulation of the 
plans should be reasonble so that all of the labor union members, in cooperation 
with their rank-and-file workers, would be able to crystallize their suggestions. 
They also demanded a comprehensive revision of the joint cadre contracts and the 
public employment law, radical change in the sections of the labor code, and a 
modification of the wage scale which would take into consideration the change in 
prices during recent years and the profits earned by the establishments. They said 
that this revision of the laws should be based on objective economic factors. They 
called for cooperation between the labor unions and for showing readiness to enter 
into negotiations, from a position of strength and firmness, to deal with the 
obstinate positions taken by some employers. They emphasized that success achieved 
by the UCGTT in its battle concerning the basic statutes and joint contracts will 
enable it to deal with numerous existing social and professional issues and will 
then enable it to direct its concern toward the other issues. 











The Government Has Not Honored Its Commitments to Stop the Escalation of Prices 


The subject of the recent price increases was one important point of discussion in 
the remarks of the participants. They expressed their great preoccupation with 
these sudden price increases and their disapproval of the fact that they took place 
at a time when the government had committed itself to freeze prices until the end 
of 1981. They emphasized the fact that these price increases, especially prices 
in the areas of transportation and some basic materials, will tend to limit the 
effect of the wage increases which the government established last April. They 
said that they would weaken the purchasing power of the workers, maintain the 
wage-price spiral, and create a condition of inflation which would be detrimental 
to the incomes of the working classes, In their remarks, those present stressed 
that the healthiest and the only solution would be to revise some of the economic 
options and create a social policy which would be in keeping with the interests of 
all sectors of our population. They stressed that if the government chooses the 
capitalist option, this will not be able to eliminate the tensions which exist, but 
rather will tend to deepen the gap between the various social classes. They said 
that the only solution lies in taking socialist measures which would put a stop to 
the domination of the large merchants, eliminate the phenomenon of monopoly, care- 
fully regulate markets and distribution channels, and purge them of middlemen and 
speculators. They emphasized that, while awaiting this essential revision, it is 
necessary to take rapid and wholesome measures to put a stop to the trend of 
steadily escalating prices. They said that this should be done by having the 
authorities intervene to freeze prices, keep track of them daily, call all specula- 
tors to account, and take deterrent measures against them. They also demanded that 
the finances of all establishments be audited and that instances of misconduct in 
them be brought to light because this would be a healthy measure for their profit- 
ability and would help them to organize their production. 


The Social Situation and the Increase in the Phenomenon of Arbitrary Firing 


Those present, in their remarks, were very concerned with the tensions present in 
the country's social situation at the present time. They expressed their complete 
support for ail workers who are engaging in legitimate strikes in order to achieve 
their legitimate demands. They reminded everyone of the tense social situation 
which exists in Safaqis, and they demanded that the UGTT intervene and deal with the 
problems of the workers in that governorate. They said that it is necessary to 
create a solidarity fund to aid workers who are on strike or to aid those who have 
been arbitrarily fired. In this regard, they talked about the disgraceful actions 
and maneuvers engaged in by some employers in order to put a stop to iabor union 
activity in their establishments, and they mentioned the abuse which these 
employers heap on the workers. They demanded more vigilance and decisiveness in 
order to oppose such practices and to compel these employers to negotiate with 
their union and to accept the holding of a dialogue. They pointed out the fact 
that there is more arbitrary firing and technological unemployment. They demanded 
that a bold and decisive position be taken with regard to this dangerous phenomenon 
which is threatening all workers and eating away at the country's economy. They 
demanded protection for the workers and that all legal guarantees be provided so 
that the workers would not remain dependent on the whims of some of the employers. 
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